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A true Diſcourſe concer=- 
ning the certaine poſleſſion and 
diſpoſſeſh6 of 7 perſons in one familie 


in Lancaſhire, which alſo may ſerve as part of 
an Anſwere roa fayncd and falle Dsſcomeris 

which ſpeaketh very much evill, aſwell 

of this,as of the reft of thole great 
and mightie workes of God 
which be of the like 
exccilent na» 
Lure. 
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By George More, Miniſter and Preacher 


of the Worde of God, and now(for bearing Wit= 
welſe Gnto this, and for t#?ifymg the ref? ) 4 
priſoner in the Clmbe , where he hath 
corned almo#t for the ſpace 


of two | JEares, 


Remember thou magnific the worke of God which mew 
bcholde. Iob. 36. 24. 


We ſpeake that we know,& refifie that whiah we hang 
ſeaue; bur ye receiue nut our reftimaruce leh. 3.11, 


wo 
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To the Chriſtian 
READER, 
| | Oraſ! much good Reader as it is the win. 


I? ner of men that ſet foorth any ſtorie, 
though #t be but ſhort, to giue a Reaſon 
of their purpoſe therein, leait they ſhould 
ſeeme euher raſhly to attempt that Which is 
wat conuentent, or otherwiſe buſie the ſelues 
to bring forth that Which 15 not neceſſarie, 
for this cauſe f hane thought good to pre-= 
fexe theſe Reaſons enſuing to this diſcourſe, 
that ſo the Werghing of tnens might make ihe 
waiter ſomething more Worth in their con- 
ecite,\vith Whom nothing(though of it ſcl fe 
8: beneuer [0 ſavorie ) taittth well, except 
it be rare and excellent neither<can they di- 
gefte that , Which xs verie good and Whole= 
ſome, except it be of great conſequence and 
expettatio: this ſorte may miſlike the hand- 
ling of thu ſtrange ſtorie in this barſhemas- 
wer, Whiles they ajjette great and high 
Pings : yet the mogving cauſes of ſetting it 
ont being conſidered, may ouercome that cu 
Yiofitie,and Works ſome contentement.. 
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| the ſtraunge banaling of Willigm Siimers 
| 80 ſeconde the ſamegare both pat in print,es* 
wor? the trueth of both be ſuſſictetlie clea- 


doe more maligne this perticular of Lancgs' 
ſhire then any of there#t,labouring mighti-/ 


« To. Tur Rranmux: , 
Firit then in refjefhat both the Storis | 
of the poſſeſſion & d1iÞoſſi ſon of Thomas 
Datling, and alſo many things concerning | 


1 


red therin, yet there 15 great oppoſition both 


by Worde & Writing offered of ſet purpoſe 


80 hinder the crediting of either: I thought 


it fit to adde to theſe two the ſtorie of thoſe. 

8 Lancaſhire,as famoss as the reit,both mt 

that they were7 im one familie all poſſeſſed. 
at once, as alſo that they Were all 7 ape? 

ſeſſed within two dayes"by prayer an 
fling : that this alſo being publiſhed as the. 
 #hirde glorious Witnes of the Wonderfull, 
| Workes of God Wrought and ſzene im z ſe- 
werall Shires of our laude, allmen might be' 

' the more mooved to beleeue the traeth of® 
theſe thinges : ſecing at the month of 3 ſuch" 
ſufficient witneſſes, 1t u [0 ſurely ſealed vp* 
and confirmed. | ol 


Secondlie, in wee of the papiftes who. þ. 

| q 
lie and by many meanes both to drſcreaite," | xn 
and diſannull it;Wwherevpon ſome of them" || te 
hane ginen it out that thoſe 7 Were not poſ<" | p6 


ſeit: others ſay that they were all 7 poſſeſt;" \u 
but þ 


us 
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"but nexer yet diiÞoſſeft: and ſome others of 
#hem affirme,that they were all diſþoſſeſſed, 
yet not by Preachers of the Gosþell , but by 
' their Seminaries, 0 maſſe prieſtes: and this 
da#Zt runnes for currante among them, 
For there beg 8 or 9 Seminaries in the 
: ({linkg,diners of them ſtood out againit me 
zo my face, and tolde me, that Whatſocver 
| Was done in Lancaſhire. by vs, Was done by 
| eoniuring and knaverie: eAnd though M. 
|. Starkie him ſelfe did inſtifie the Whole mate 
| Fer, and cleared it from all they ſlaunders, 
#nd that before the chiefet of them mm the 
Clinke, yet they rtceyued not his teftimg- 
mie,but rolde him, they had receyned the re- 
port of thus from aGentleman in that coune 
#rie, Whom they Would credit before him in 
thus caſe. And no maruell, for if the Church 
of Englande bane this power to cat out de- 
wills, theu the Church of Rome ts a falſe 
(burch, for there ca be but one true (butch, 
the principall marke Whereof (as they ſay) 
. |-# to Worke miracles, and of them thu us the 
opreate#t, uwamely to caft out Derills, eAnd 
; 508k conferring at another tyme \vith ' 
two of them, they brought out this bold pra 
teft ation, that if Woe could proove any ſuch 
" | power to be znour(hurch,and ſhew them an 
* $1ujallible inftance or example to unStifie 
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in 's —- To Tur RxamDrn. 

the praftiſe thereof, then would they toyne 
ey ſel ri to our (harch aſſ .mblies er 
| freely embrace our >! 
j Phirdlic, in reiþett of that proſſe and 
| | great errour, Which is a common and recej= 
"wed opinion among the mo#t, namely, that 
| | We doe challenge to onr ſelnes ſome ſpecial 
gift to ca3t out Devills aboue other men, 
V hich though we haue viterly diſclaymed, 
yet many dog ignorantlie aſcribe the effeth 
of the Worke Wrought, rather to ſome ex« 
traordinarie power mm vs, then to the ordio 

| mnanceof Chritt, Which in no caſe ought ſo 
-| || $obe. 
But chieftie } hats taken in hande this 
brief diſcourſe for the better clearing both 
of Ma. Daorrell and my ſelfe, from thoſe ac- 
cuſations and ſlaunders of coſinagee? coun- 
zerfeiting, Wherwithall we are charged both 
by word and writing, 45 if Wee Were guiltie 
thereof, even in thu particular 0 f fam 

ire, 

FG; or there is a books of 4 large volume late 
Diſcover. Lie come out under the name of S. H. croſe 

baoke 1. ſhing and contraditing the Whole comrſe.o 
— 4 procxegon r Mai'Darrels clearing, yoa» 
| king me alſo with him im this develiſh leger. 


demaine (as they terme #t) calling vs a cou 
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To Tr Reabas: » 
-#ther badde termes, | 
T he title of this booke is termed, A diſco- . 
yeric of fraudulent praftiſes concerninge 
preteded polletiions. fr corarmerh 5 bookes, 
tbe firit Whereof doth more concerne me, & 
the matter of fatte for Lancaſhire, then the 
re#F doe: ſo much ther fore as I can conveni« 
entlie for the clearing of both, I Will anſwer 
wnto, and leaue the reft vnto him Who hath 
 #uit occaſion offered, to wſe bus beit defence 
mn that behalfe. 
La#Ftlie for that this diſcoxerer , Whoſoe- ,.. _ 
wer he be,finds great ro With ſome 0 =o an hy 
| friendes, for that they ſpake ſo much of the ©2?-3: 
poſſeſſes of Summets in a lutle treatiſe becke v1 
_ or two,but nothing of the di{poſſeſſio of theſe on Jp 
7 in Lancaſhire and of ſome others : And booke 5, 
ſeemes ſometimes to challege 1s to makg our np 
auſwere, if we haue any more to ſay, and to " 
ſpeake for our ſelves What We can. 

Upon theſe iuFt occaſions, hawe vnder- 
taken this ſhort diſcourſe , hoging hereby ts 
derett the falſehoode of this drſconerie con- 
cerning thu particular fatte, by clearing it, 
and in it the re#t Which are wg unto it, of 
ſuch malitions ſlaunders 45 are rayſed a- 
gain#t it : that ſo all things being fauhfullie 
aeſcribed from point to point, appertayning 
36 ths matter, all men may ſee, both what 
A 4 great 
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| gee cauſe I hane abque-any-other to'46. 


eude thjs, as the Wonderful works of God, 


' 64 alſo thatit mm better appeare,Whether 


We or they that haue Written, and acalt a- 
gain#t 25,be deepeit inthus diſſimulation., 
and Who bee greateFt conſiners and decey= 


Hers, 


Abriefand true diſcourſe con- 
 rayning the. certayne poſſeſſion and 
dilpolletſion of 7 perſons in one familic in 
Lacaſhire,asnamely of [obnStarkie, Anne 


Starkie, Margret Hurdman, Ellynor Hurdma, E llew 


| Hollande, Margret Byron,and lane .Aſpton,which may 
- - "ferve (as an mterim) for a peece of an anſivere to 
that fraudulent diſcoueric lately come out, 
which depraveth theſe,a(well as the 
xeft of thaſe great & mightia 
workecs ot God, whi 
be of the ſamg 
kinds. 


N this diſcourſe, I meane 
I not to meddle with that 
deccitful and depraving 
diſcoueric, further then 
Sd c6cernes this matrer of 
WW factefor Lancaſhire on» 

7 ly , teferving all matters 
of opinion. and cheanſwering of all their 
obicRions;; to a more Full and hitter time; 

And fo avoyding all tediouines as neare as 

I can, Iwill indeyour fullie and plainlic to 

xeveile the truth , that | may quicklic di» 

ſparch the Storie, 

- + And becauſe the drift of this deſperate 
| detractour is-to detete ourdealing with 
thele 7,to bea deeeiucable practize,alwell 
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| as thereſt which arc (by him) pretended 
ſo to bg : And that his chicfcſ oppoſition 
vnto this worke conliſterh in x. principall 
things, which being ſore vrged,and calllic 
receyued, will indanger greatly the credite 
of the Storie. In rele hereof , I will di- 
geſt this whole diſcourſe into 5 principall 
heades or chicfe places ; which may ſerve 
ficly, both to giue more light ro the Storie, 


and for a more direc an{were to the dil- 


coucrie. 
In the firſt place, I will astruelic as I can 
deſcribe the tare of theſe perſons and.of 


their ſtrange and troublefome afflitions 


together with the outward cauſes and oc- 
ea{zons thereof , which alſo continued for 
the moſt parte, for the ſpace of rwo yeares 
and a halfe, before we. came vnto them. 

Secondly , I will ſet downe the ſtrange 
fignes ſhewcd forth by them, both genes 
rally, and particularly, to proue that they 
were truely and actually pollcflcd. 

In the z placc 1 will ſhew the cauſes and 
occalions of our c6ming into Lancaſhire, 
& whatbeginning & proceeding we made 
in pecforming that-great worke which we 
tooke in hande. , 

Fourthly,I will manifcſt the meanes, & 
elcare the maner of their deliuerance. 
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And laſtly, I will brieflie mention the fi- 
gnes of their diſpoſleſſi6 which may ſerve 
| tocleareitfromall ſuſpicion. 
| | Theſe points I purpole briefly ro touch, 
; & not to handle thEat large according to 
the worthines of the raatter, which indeed 
is ſuch as doth deſerue both a more ful dif- 
courſe, andalſo a more pregnant facultie 
to commend: it,then I am able to afforde. 
In the firſt place , order requireth , thar 
| weſhew the ſtate of theſe 7 perſons af- 
flicted, before we come vnto them, which 
was moſt ſtrang and fearfu!l, and how ir 
came (o topalle, andof the continuance 
of it for the [pace of two yeares and more, 
all which may plainly appeare by this 
which followeth. | 
At'Cleworth in Lancaſhire within the 
pariſhe of Leigh, there dwelleth one N1- 
eholas Starkie gentleman , who maricd a 
gentlewomen that was an inheretrix, and 
of whoſe kind:ed fome were Papiſtes , of 
whom ſore partlie for Religion,and parr- 
lie for thit the lande deſcended not to the 
heires male, wiſhed & vowed ſtill ropray 
for the periſhing of her ifſue, and accor- 
dingly 4 of her children (though at their 
birth likely ro lige) yer afterward pincd &- 
' wayin molt {trange manger, We? - 
Sorne 
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'of je he went to aSeminarie Pricits 
who coul 


ted 
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| Some of Mrs Starkies kinred obſerving 
how ane childe pined away after another, 
moued with c6paſſion told Miſtres Star- 
kic of the ſaid vanataral vowe, ſhe herev- 
pon conceyved (uch a gricf,that ſhe mads 
an eſtate of her lande to her huſband&hig 
heires, (all iſſue fayling her felfe.) Aﬀrer 
which conveyance made, Miſtces Starkie 
had two children,a ſonne and a daughter, 


| both which proſpered well, till they came 


to 10 or 12 years of age, but the with hue 


moe in her family,they were polleſſed and 


vexed with cvill ſpirites, as the {equele 


' doth declare, 


Inthe b:ginning of February 1 594:ficſt 
Anne the daughter was take wuh a dum 
Pithe heavie countenance, and with a cer- 


' rajn fearful ſtarting & pulling together of 


her bodje, Aboura week after, lohn Star- 
kie the fonne was tak& as he was going ta 
ſchole, & was compelled ro ſhowte yehe- 
mently , not being able to ſtay him lelfe, 


After this they waxcd worle &-yorſe fal. 


ling into often ſtrap ge & extreame hires. 
Wherwith M. SrarKiec grieved & having 


bin atchatg-s 200 tb or therabours, (oght | | 


rem:dic wirhour duexegard,(for to {peak 


do no good, becaulſe(forlooth} 
| | ho 
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he had not then his bookes, wherevpon 
M.Starkic corinucd il ſeeking for helpes 
and hcard of one Edmond Hartley a witch 
whom hee made acquainted with the 
I ſtate of his children, and with large offers 
| craved his helpe: in the end Hartley con< 
ſented ro come. Whobcing there, and ha« 
uing vſcd certayne popilh charmes and 
hearbes, by degrees , the children were ar 
| quier,& ſocontinued, ſeeming to be well, 
| almoſt a yeare and a halfe; All which'time 
| Hartley came often roviſir the, at length 
he fayned as though he would goe intro 
another countric, but whither M. Starkie 
might not know , and when hee began tro 
| goc his way, lohn Starkie fell a bleeding; 
and Hartley comming to him , faid', if he 
| had bene bat 4o roodes from him , none 
| could 'hauc ſtzunched him,and chus it fell 
! outarother times. | 
| M.Starkic then fearing leaſt his chil- 
| dren would be much troabled in his ab- 
ſence,& he vncertaine where to find him, 
offered to gine 40. ſhillings a yeare penti- 
on for his alliſtance intime of need, which 
| offer ar|the firſt hee conſenred to accepte, 
| but afterward nor ſatisfied , hee coucted 
{| more{houle and ground:) which wheM. 
| Starkie refuled tro giue, he cthrearnedjn a 
furs 
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| he made aCircle the compas of a yard and 
' Halfe,, with many croſſes and partitions, 
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| fumein the abſence of M. Starkic ; but in 
| the hearing of many, that if he would not 


fulfill his minde, hee would make ſuch a 
ſhowre ar Cleworth,as neuer was heard, 


which was alſo effected in ſuch a hideous 


and fearful manner,as the like in England 


hath not bene heard. 
| -Aﬀter this Mai. Starky going to his Fa. 
thers houſe, this Hartley went with him, 
who being there aftcr he was in bed, was 
tormented fore all nighrlohge* the nexr 
day bcing recovered, he went into a lirtle 
wood, not farre off from the houſc, whers 


which being finiſhed he came back to call 
M.Scarkie,telling him what he bad done, 
and deſired him to-goe and tread out his 
Circle, for he (aid he might not _ him 
{clfe. This | being alſo diſpatched, well 


| quoth he;now 1 ſhall trouble him thar 
troubled me, and be meete with him char 
ſought my death. 


WheM. Starkie perceyued this, & many 


other bad qualities in this fellow, he was | 
xed wearie'of him, eſpecially-ſecing-no a= 
 mendment in his children bur that they 
rather became worſe and worſe, he then 


fought (though (ecrctlir) for other helpe 
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| rothe Phiſitions : after that co one Doftor 
, | Dee at Mancheſter,zwho wiſhed Mai. Star- 
| | kierocraue the helpe8 afliſtance of ſome 
godlic Preachers, with whom he ſhould 
| von in prayerand faſting for the helpe 
of his children. 
He procured alſo the ſaide Hartley the 
© Witch to come before him, whom he {o 
| | ſharplie repraoved, that the children had 
| Þerter reſt for ſome 3 weekes after, 
\ Burthen they began their accuſtomed 
& firres, firſt Iohn brake about the 4 of la- 
_ | nuarie 96. as he was reading of a booke, 
ſomething gaue him ſuch athumpe inthe 
necke,that he was ſudd<lic ſtriken downe 
with a moſthoriible {krike, and (aid that 
Satan had broken his necke, lying there 
ana rormented for the ſpace of rwa 
Oures. 
At night on the ſame day being in bed 
he leapt out on a ſuddaine with ſuch ater- 
rible outcry, that amazcd them all, being 
toſled and tumbled along time, being ex- 
ceeding herce and ſtrong like a mad man, 
7 or rather like a madd dogge, that I may {0 
pede, ſnatching at and birng euery bo- 
y that Jaide holde on him, not ſparing in 
that fire his owne mother: ſmiring furt- 
 pully all chat came gcare him, hurlin 8 5 
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| bed: ftaues ar their heades , and throwing 
the pillowes into the fire. 


| could not hauc held her. 


womah' to Miſtres Starky, comming to 


in the houſe, of whotn Mai. Starkic had 
the education, with their portions com- 


was Margret Hurdman of 14 yeares age: 
the ſecond Ellinor her fiſter of 10 yeares; 
the thitd Ellen Holland of 12 yeares,thele 


 Tane Afhtong,& all: he ſtrugled much with 


| Whereypon Ellinor {1d in one of her fits, 


Li 


ATavs Dicoveth Agar 


. His filter Anne likewiſe beganne again 
to be troubled, & three other yong pitles 


mitted vnto him by their parents. The firſt | 


all had many ſtrange and (ore fittes being | 
polleſled by this witches meanes: His ma- 
ner was when he ment them a miſchiefe, 
then he would kifſe them if he could, and 
therewith breathe che Devil into their bo= 
dics ; he killed Iohn Starkie, and all the 
maydes that were pofſeſt, Margret Byrom, 


one Ioan Smith to haue kiſſed. her, bur 
with much a doe ſhe eſcaped his handes, 
fo thar of all the maide {cruants,the onely | 

was preſerued and not once troubled ar if p 


that if Edmond had kifled her, three men 


Margrer Byrom| of 33 yeates, a kin(- 


Cleworth to ſee herfriendes, in het conti- 


nuance there beganne ro be rroubledlike | 
| | the | 


| | 
. * 
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the reſt, & by the ſame meanes; for Hart- 
ley the Witch beeing in a fore fict 1n the 
night,ſhe in a deſire rocomfort him, went 
into his chatmber and ſat down by his bed 
fide,and beganne to ſpeake vnto him,and 
it was not long before he roſe vp, and fit- 
| ting vppon his bed, he leaned his heade 
downe to the maide who fatt juſt vnder- 
ncath him, wherevpon ſhe was ſuddenlie 
taken that thee could neither ſtande nor 
| ſpeake; when ſhe endevoured to ariſe, ſhe 
could not; when others held her vp, ſhee 
ſunke downe & became {enceles: bur Ed- 
mond the Witch he lefre her and went to 
another rowme, and he had no moe fittes 
afterwhilc he was at Cleworth, though he 
had diuers before he met with this maide. 
lane Aſhron of the age of xxx yeres, be- 
ing the laſt that was polleft,confelled,that 
pnce crolling of Edmonde, he tolde her, 
e had beſt be content, or clls hee would 
anger the beſt vaine In her harte : at other 
imecs ſhe ſaid, he offered great Kindacs & 
arge promitles in the way of mariage,and 
ad killed her alſo the ike loving affec- 
tons he ſometimes ſhewed toMargret By- 
Om,as ſhe confelled, & had killed her al- 
das it was thought, 
About the 14 of lanuatic,the 5 yongeſt 
B Ort 


18 A Tavs Drscovresr Acanst 
fſorr began the renewing of their ſtraunge 


'be holpen he rolde her plainlic, that both 
ſhe and the reſt were paſt his handes, and 


' Who founde Edmond with her,and ſuſpe- 
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farts, enrring ordinarilie thereinto by a ve- 
tic ſuddaineand fearfall (krikin ge, bar-. 
king & hoyling,in ſuch a hidcous noyſe, 
as can nor be expreſled. 

Shortlic after this time, Margret Byront 
haſted homeward to her morhers houte ar- 
Salford neare Mancheſter, hoping co find 


ſome morecalſc and relceafe from her fittes 


then ſhe did at Cleworth: ſhee taking her 
leaue, Edmond the witch (aide he would 
goc wirk her hore though he never came 
apaine,foſhe went accompanicd with him 
and another: in the way being 7 miles, the 


| Had 10 fittes: when ſhe was recoucred, ſhe 


] 
deſired Edmond to tell her how ſhe might |} } 
a 
{ 


thatno one man could do them any good, | ti 


\it was roo great a worke, but they muſt be: } k 
'3, or 2 arthe leaſt with feruent and hartie JF © 


prayer. 


After ſhe came home. her fittes doubled 


hi 
and ſtill encreaſed, Edmond came to her | u 
 euery day: ſo foone as ſhe faw him ſhe fell tc 
w 
t 
ri 


ſtraight inco firr, and therein forer hand- 
led then euer (he was before. There came 
in diners to (ce her, and ſome Preachers, 


cting 
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ting him by ſome (ignes,al ked him what 
he did with the maid, he (aid thar he came 
to pray with her.Pray?quorh one,why mi 
thou' canſt not pray : yes but can quoth, 
he: ſay then the Lordes prayer, faide'the 
Preacher: arid he began to fumble about 
. it verie ilfavouredlie; bac could not for his 
life (ay it ro the ende. They then choughe 
him ro bea wirch, & cauſed him prefent- 
lic ro be appreheded , and broughr before 
2 Tuſtices of peace, where hee was cxami- 
ned,and after diuers witriefles had come a- 
gainſt him, the Iuſtices ſent him backe to 
Margrer Bytom, that thee might accuſe 
him to his face; birt {o ſoone as ſhee ſaw 
him,ſtraightway ſhe fell down-backwards 
and became fpecchles , this was tryed the 
ſecond time, vea 5 times was he brought 
to het, and ſhe was cuer ca't downe,& {tri-' 
ken dumbe, ſo that ſhe could! not ſpeake 
one word againſt him. | 

Yet when he was takenaway,andiſer be- 
hinde the backes of the people, ſhe reco- 
uered her ſelfe, b-gan to {peake to him, & 
to'cha'ge him with many thinges, vpport 
which accuſations of hers, & many other 
teſtimonics taken againſt htm for witch<= 
rie, he was by the Ju'tices ſent roLancaſter 
layle. In the way thitherward, he came by 
48 B z Cles 
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' Cleworth to fetch his clothes to carrie 
' with him: the 2 of Februarie 1 597: and all 
the children ſeeming to be well b:fore he © 
came, preſently they fell into verie violent 
and outragious httes; they made ar him al 
at once Aline to ſtrike him; le was much 
a doc for two ſtrong men to holde the leaft 
of therrand if they had not bene forcibly 
reſtrayned, the witch had benc in great 
daunger, for they were ſo fierce and furi- 
ous againſt him, as if they would hane 
pulled him in picces, 
Aﬀeer this,about5 beginning of March, 
when Mai. Hopwood lattice of PCACe Came 
| of purpoſe to take the teſtimonie of theſe 
5 children againſt Edmonde the witch, to 
carrie ro Lancaſter at theAſſiſes to further 
his inditement, the theſe 5 cucric one bee | 
came ſpeachles, and becing called for one 
afrer another, they fcll and ſunke downe 
by the way, not being able ro goe, not to | 
ſtande,nor {pcake one word. Aﬀter the Ity- 
ſtice was gone, they complayned that Ed- 
mond had ſtopr their mouthes , & would 
not ſuffer them to ſpeake. 
At the ſame rimc lanc Aſhton began to 
howlc,and ro barke, when ſhe ſhould bee 
Þrought in for a witncs againſt Edmond, 
whereypon one of the yonger girles (aide 
then 
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chenin her fite: Ah Edmond, doeſt thou 
trouble her now , when ſhe ſhould teſtifie 
againſt thee. 

Margret Byrom alſo two nightes before 
her examination againſt Edmond, had di- 
uers apparitions, wherein ſhe was ſore ter- 
rificd by the Deuillin Edmonds likenes, 
charging her deepely ro take heede whar 
© | ſhe (aid againſt him, for now the time was 

| come, oy 

And when the Aſſiſes came, Edmonde 

Was broughrforth, arraigned, and convi- 
Cted: Mai. Starchie hauing charged him 
with bewitching his children, which hee 
proved {ufficientlie, & made it evident ro 
the whole benchthowbeir (for that) they 
could ftinde nolawe to hange him, where- 
vpon M. S$tarchie called to minde the ma» 
king of the circle(whereof we haue alrea- 
di: (poken ) which being delinered vpon 
his oath, was receyued. Yet Edmond ſtif- 
lie denied ic,and ſtoode our againſt him, 
and tolde him to his face, that hee ſhould 
or hang him, let him doe what he could, 
K(for che Devill had promiſed him, that no 
alter ſhould hange him ) yer the Inrie 
alt him; the luadge c6demned him;Hart- 
ey was hanged & the halter brake, wher- 
pon he peautentlie _—— thar he jou 
\ 3 - 
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22: A Txvs Drscoyrse AcAinsy 
deſerued that puniſhment; & that all whis' 
che Mai, Starchic hadcharged him with, 
was rrue,and ſo he was hanged out the (cs 
cond r1me; | | 
| . Nowthis þeing fo, as you haue heard, 
Hhowe derefſtable then is that Diſcouerie 
which is come out, fraught with lo many. 
fraudulent accuſations againſt this caule, 
ſpeciallic charging thele 7 perſons ro be al 
counterfaits, & that M. Darrel had taught 
thew that/deceirfull rrade', coupling mee 
cquallic with him in that craftic judlinge 
(as they call ir, ) making vs bewitching: 
\ mares,andioynt companions, working to-: 
\gerher in|thart coulinage, Againſt which: 
3infamous'ſclaunder ,'that which hitherto 
'Hharh bene oblernued , is \ufticient ro cleare 
vs. For herein wee haue (cene the parties 
proved ro/be bewitched. Secondly the pare 
tie bewitchingevery one of them. Thirdly 
the cauſes-thereof mentioned in the be- 
| ginnjng.Fourthly, diuerle & ſundry wit= 
neſſes. Fiftly, his apprch&ding,cxamining, 
| impriſonjog, indighting, condemning, & 
| exccuting; are vpon recorde , Morcover,, 
\the lurje,theludge, and the Bench, toge=- 
\rher wirhthe whole Aflifes holde at Lan- 
\ caſter, abourthe 6 of March Anno 1597: 
| docall beare witnes ro our innocency - 

| aoe 
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doe iuſtific vs to be iuſte men,councerning 
this matter , and with greate indignation, 
doe derelſt and dehie all detefting diſcoue- 
ries to the contrarie whatſocuer; And laſt 
of all, that memoraþle execution of Ed- 
mond Hartley the conurer & witch, who 
was hanged with a witnes ; the gallowes, 
the halter, and his dubbic hanging, toge- 
ther with that laſk and famous confeſſion 
out of his owne mouth , that hee was the 
man that had done the decede, and only 
giltieof bewitching theſe 7 ſeuecrall par- 
ties,and of (ending evill (pirits jnto them, 
This famous Champisdoth chaleng this 
diſcouerer to be. but a deceiveable detra- 
our, and a falſe accuſer of the brethren: 
And is alſo moſt {ythcient to cleare vs in 
this matter , againlt all Atheiſtes and 
Papiſtes, and the whole worlde, 
\ And thus much ſhall ſuffice 
for the fuſt point, 


oy 


- 


—__— 
—_—_— G 
—- — > — 9 


_ 
- -- mo aw <> - 
wo pg my me 4 ” 
- —— — —— © — OO — — ws 
» - _ © - —— m_ _ 2 - Mn _ = jm a - 
- - _ 


"oy 
 — — 

—_ - - oa - 
-——— 


— 


4,581 
: 


I! He ſecond thing that muſt becleared 
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chebehotedochohchchs 
The ſecond) part. 


in thisDſcourſe,is the poſſcſſi6 of theſe 
7 perſons,to which purpoſe 1 will proceed 
to ſhew the traunge ſignes aſted by cucry 
one of them in particular, firſt and afrer 
contract them more briefly inthe general, 
by which 1 hope it will appeare to the in- 
different Reader , that ſuch great thinges 
were done bythe, as be very harde & vn- 
viual quite beyond the natureof things, 8 
fuch as neither by arte , nor any humaine 
Skjl could becounterfaited:that as the firſt. 
part of this Diſcourſe hath cleared vs from 
counterfaiting ; ſo this may be ſufficient 
ro prove the truth of their poſſeſſon,con- 
rrarie to that/ouerbolde,& confident con+ 
Furation made by the diſcoucrer , Who la- 
boreth bothtoth and nayle , to crolle and 
contradictethe ſame. 

Firſt lohn. Starkic ſonne and heire of 
M. Nicholas Starkic , among ſundric fitrs 
had ſome very rare and ſtran ge, wherin he 
ſhewed vetie extraordinaric knowledge, 
for he bring but of the age of 12 yeres, or 
there abouts,did 1 in his trauncedeclare the 
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ſtraunge finnes of this land commirted in 
all cſtares & degrees of people, denounced 
the fearfull indgmentes of God due varo 
them. He the exhorred his parents,& rha 
people there preſent to repent, that they 
might avoide all thoſe grievous plagues, 
and wiſhed that all the whole land might 
doc the like, Afﬀcer this hee made a moſt 
excellcr prayer, firſt fgr the whole church, 
then for the Queenes Maicſtic for the ſub- 
duing of her enemies, for the continuance 
of herlife,, and peaceable goucrnemenr, 
for the vpholding of the Goſpell , and for 
all the crue Minitters of Chriſte , for thoſe 
that hane Authoririe, for his parents, and 
all the people of God. In this exhortation 

| &prayer,he continued aboue two houres 
rforming the ſame ſo excellently both 
4 the matter and maner of handling and 
vtering the ſame,as they that heard ir did 
admire ur, & thought that a good preacher 
could very hardly hauc done the like, this 
being done , he {ſunge a good pecce of the 
4 Plalme 1n a moſt {weete and heauenly 
rune,as ever might be heard, All rhis was 
done in a traunce, his eyes being cloſed 
vp,and neither knew what he ſaid nordid; 
In this longe and continued ſpcach, his 
» | father withed himto lic ſtil, & to ſpeak no 
: more; 
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mote: ſaying ynto him, ſonne, thou mars | dt 
xelt thy bead,and canſt nor tell what thou 
ſayelt: yes father, quoth hee,I know well 
what I {ay: then {aid his father,thou cani} | w 
re] me, how many perſons þein this cham» | fo 
ber avd what bee their natnes-: thereypon | hi 
he reckoned them, and told the names of | rr 
| eucry one of them,to thenumber of 18 or | Je 
vY 19 hiscyecs being clgſc ſhur vp,as they had | a 
it bene all the morning before, the neigh- | h 
þours , and ſome ſtraungers hauing come || o 
mafter he begunne his hit. and in theend Þ} h 

tl 

f 


he {aid vnto his father, there is now one of 
i" Tenavtrs newly come into the cham- 
* r,he told him his name,& that he dwele Þ| 1 
: / farre- of in the peake;ler him come ſaid he, || \ 
"0 and rake me by|the hand,and [ ſhall ſee & || Þ 
be well for this time,& {ot came to pafle, | f 
ar which they all marveilled, and asked I} | 
: 
1 
\ 
| 
' 
| 
| 


him whether he remembred whar he had 
Aaid all char long time: and he denicd flat- 
Jie,that he had ſpoken any thing art all.; . 
Secondlic, Margret Hurdma, of the age 

of xijj. yeres, being in a traiice of z houres 
long,and polleſſed at that time, as it (ee- 
med,with a (pirjr of pride, did moſt liuely 
exprefſe both by wordes and geſtures, the 


proud women of our times: who can nor 
£6rcnt themſelues with anic ſober or mo- 
10 ack 
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» | deft attiregbur are ever readie rofollowe 
| | enety newe and diſguiſed faſhion; and yet 
| | neuer thinke them fſclues fine cyough'; 
; | wherevypon ſhe faide, come on my lad,for 

ſo ſhe called the ſpirit that ſtoode before 
| | her in that likenes, ro reach her all the 
rrickes of pride, come on & ſert my part- 
ler on the one {1de as I doe on the other: 
and as ſhe was a {ctting of it, ſhe ſaid vnto 
him,thus,my lad, I wil hae a hne ſmock 
of lilke, it ſhalbe finer then thine. 1 will 
haue a peticote of f11ke,not of redd, but of 
the belt filke that 1s; jr ſhalbe garde 
foote high; ir ſhalbe Jaide on with gold 
lace; it ſhall haue a french bodice, nor of 
Whalebone, for that is nor; ſtifte inough, 
but of horne, for that will hojde it our; ir 
ſhall come low before,to keepe in my bel- 
lie : my lad, I will haye a French fardin- 
galc,it (halbe finer then thine; I will haue 
it low before and high behinde,and broad 
on either fide, thar 1 may lay my armes 
ypon it. My Jad,thy gowne is crimſon far- 
ten, bur mine ſhalbe of blacke wrought 
yelvet,it ihalbe finer the thine, I will haue 
my flecues (er out with wire, for ſticks wil 
breake, and are not ſtifte inough. Iwill 
hane my periwincle (o fine, finer theEthine. 
I will have my cappe of black velvet pron 
Ei A Ica- 


| 
l 


a8 ATavaDriccovatt Acant 
2 feather in it, with flewes of gald,and my 
hayres ſhalbe ſerr with pearles, finer then 
thine. I will have my partlet ſer with a re« 
bater,and rcht with blew ſtarch,8 pin- 
ned with a rowe or twog of pinnes . With 
this ſhe ſnatched the partler fro her necks 
and'threw at him, ſaying; Take it thou, for 
I can not make it (o fine as thine . I pray 
thee come and helpe me to ſer it as hneas 
thine. My ladde, I will haue a buſke of 
Whale-bone, it ſhalbe rycd wich two hilke 
' Pointes, and [ wil hauc adrawcn wrought 
ache: imboſte with golde, & a girdle 
oft golde finer then thine, I will haue my 
Hole of orenge colour, this is in requeſt, 8 
my corke ſhoes of redd (paniſh leather, fi- 
ner then thine. I will haue a { karfe of red 
lilke, with a gold lace about the edge. I 
will hauc a fanne, with a filacr ſtcale and 
a plaſſe ſert init, finer then. thine. My ladd, 
thou mult bring me a paire of gloues of 
the fine(t leather, that may be, with twoo 
golde laces abour thethumbe,and a fringe 
on the toppe with flewes and red fi|ke vn 
d:rncath, thatI may draw them through 
e gold ringe,or els | will none of them, 
 Mylad, T will hauc my bafine and ewer 
of filuer,and my towell of filke,finer then 
thins: I will kauc my gelding and _—_— 
L144 a9 
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and furniture firte,, my foorſtoole alfo fina 


i 
+ | and braue, or clls I will nor rides, I wil haue 
« | my cloake and (avegarde laide with lace 
. | moſt fine and braue, and hner then thine, 
x | and preſentlic after this, ſhe ſaide, I defye 
s | thee Satan and thy pride, for this is thy il- 
- | lufion and decente, I will none of it, and 
; | then reverting aide, Icſus blelle me, bur 
; | remembred nothing that ſhee had cyther 
F | ſaide or done. 
- | At another time in her fite ſhee wenr to 
| the maides as they were waſhing of cloa- 
| thes, and beganne ro waſh with ther, & 
' | though they were twoluſtic women, and 
ſhe bur a yong girle, yet ſhee waſh more 
for the ſpace of an hower fo quickcand fo 
fine, that they could not come neare her. ' 
The 3 is Margrert Byrom, of whom there 
be many:things worthie to bee obſcrued; 
Shee being ar Mai. Statkics hone abour 
| theende of Ianuar. was forthe fpace of a 
whole day and a night grievouflic mole- 
ſed and fore frighted with a terrible vis 
which died vnto her lying in bedde, 
((welling & tumbling) like a fowle black 
dwarfe, with halfc a [ig longe thagged 
haire,blacke broad handes,& blacke clo- 
uen feete;ſhe cuer fearing leaſt he came to 
carric her away : and when (hee began to 


pray 
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call earneſtly vnto him; preſeutlic Sathan 


remoued,and vaniſhed away. 


Art her mothers houſe at Salforde, fixe 
times within 6 weekes Sathan ſought to 
pint her, in nor ſuffering her to cate nor 
drinke for diuers dayes togither : and if at 
the carneſt requeſtof het friendes ſhee did 
offer rodrinke , he would caſt both her 8& 
the drinke downe togither. And againe at 
other times ſhe would cate vp all, were ir 
nener ſo much: with fuch ſnatching and 
reedines like a hungrie dogge : all was. 
(he thar came to net, the [pared nothing, 
deuvuring all that came, and yer ſtill cry= 
ing that ſhe had nothing: ſhe thought ſhe” 
could hauc caten vpp halfe a calfe:and yet 
after that great abundance of meate and 
nke , her bellie ſeemed as ertiprie as at 
the ficſt, ſo thatchey all wondered ar thar 
ich ſhe had caten, and marveiled alſo 


which way it went. 111044 1508 
gometimesallo the ſpirit would appeare' 
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A Farss ' Discoverig, it 
ynto her in the likenes of a grear blacks 
dog, with ope mourh, &rhe greateſt chaine 
that euer the ſaw, beceing verie thicke and 
longe,drawing it after him,wherewith he. 
did crolle her , and rooke her legges from 
vnder her; (hee had litle reſt for the {pace 
of 6 weekes, eyther day or nigtiti yea ma= 
nie times when the people ſtood round a« 
bour her, ſhe was cbs (uddenlte and vis 
olentlic caſt headlong| ſomerimes vnder 
the bed, fomerimes vnder the cofers, and} 
{omerimes throwen to the barres of the 
fire, and there laid as if Saran ment to roſt 
het. When ſhe fart vpon a ſtoole, he would 
ſuddenlie throwe her quite backwarde,as 
if he mentto haue broken her necke, 
Afcerthis he appeared in the likenes of 
a bigg blackCar,wick verie fearfull broad 
eyes, which came ſtaring her ir the face, 
running by ker and abour hker,and throw-/ 
ing her downe, and lcaving her fenſeles, 
departed. And abour halfe an houre after 
that fire, the ſpirit came ike a big Moatſe, 
leaping vpon her knee, and caſt her down! 
backwarde,as before;her ſerices being ra- 
ken from her, het eyes cloſe ſhutr vp, hers 
rongue pluckrduble into her throare, her 
mouth open, her chawes ſerr, and all her 


whole body ſtretched our as ſtiffe as iron. 
; And 
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And{thus ſhe lay-many times for the ſpace 
of an houre as ſpectacle verie fearfull to 
bcholde. | The? 

It! was vſuall alſo with the ſpirit ro come 
vnto her in the night in the likenes of a 
blacke man with half a face, which rooke 
her juſt as ſhe was going to bed, & would 
be fare to picke her backwarac : and ſhee 
being recovered and got into her bed, it 
would come and fit vpon the toppe of her 
head, holding his 4 fingers vpon her fore- 
head veric heauic, holding her veric ſtrair, 
that ſhe could not (ce nor ſtirre, yer for all 
that was her kirchefe and headgeare pul- 
led of, and though they had tycd it vp, & 
bound it on veric faſt, yet ſuddenlic in a 
moment he pluck all a funder, and her 
hayre that was ſo faſt rycd vp, was broken 
looſe, and brought about her cares, and 
this was trycd twice or thrice in a night, 
that when they had done the beſt they 
could ro kcepe it on, yet in the twinke of 
an eye, it wasall yndone, he marred their 
wotke in that pointe, & they loſt all their 
labour: and cuer when he tooke his leaue 
and mf his maner was to giue hers 
gteat thumpe on the hinder part of her 
heade,inſomuch that with thoſe thumpeg 
ſhe fclt her head {ore a gocd while after, 
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She atanother time,learned 3 veric excel 
lent graces by the appatition & inſtrufti- 
on of the ſpirit: ſhe never could reade, nor 
eucr ARS | the before in all her life, as ſhe 
proteſted, yet ſhe learned ther yppon the 
fuddaine, and did rchearſe them all three 
veric perfeAlic, and ſoit is ike ſhe can do 
till this day. | 
About the to of Febru, & ar ſome othet 
times before, ſhe felt (as ſhe thought) ſome 
oreat thing rowle vp & downe in her bel- 
lie, like a calfe; it ptickr as if the head and 
noſe thereof had bene ful of nayles (as ſhe 
thought) wherwith bcing ſore payhed ſhe 
was compelled to skrike,, ſhee was excee- 
dingly [wolne by it, & ſomtiraes it pulled 
her as ſhe thought ina hundred peeces, it 
made a loude noyle in her bellic, like that 
in the bellie of a great trotting horſe; it 
cauſed her ro barke and bolt : rhen it 
would plumpe downe into her bodie, like 
a cold long whetſtone on her left fide, 
wherevpon the reſt of her bodice was be- 
numed with an extreatne cold, whercwith 
ſhe fell a quaking , her recth alſo charre- 
ring in her head, and if then ſhe offered ro 
warme her ſelf at the fire, ſhe was preſent-= 
ly picked backward; after theſe firrs her 


breath ſtanke fo ill that her neighbours 
C came 


ce. 
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came not neare her for the ſpace of a day 


and a night, yea it was oexcceding noy- 
ſorne that after the fire, ſhe her (elfe could 


percciue it, & could very hardly cndure it, 
| | Further to finithe this particular, ſix {e- 
verall times in her fics at Cleworth, cucry 
ime ſix (pirits appearcd to her: 5 of them 
very black, fowlcr then blackmores,mac- 
veylous vglic to bcholde: thele ſhe percei- 
ued (houcing and thruſting into her great 
les to torment her {as ſhee thought) 
wringing and bending of her, as if they 
would breake her 196% 8 bone-: the other 
ſpitite was in her cycs, like a very faire 
litle childe, fo fine and comely. as cyer 
might be ſcene ; (which ſhe ſaid) ſat cuer 
1ext her, & would ſay vnto her, fearc nor, 
for/thou ſhalt haue no harme:ard for that 
it was ſoamiable,ſhe was euer catching & 
coueting to take it, but her hand being 
ayed by ſome that ſtood by , ſtraight ſhe 
3 {orcr troubled, and fell a roſling and 
rumbling,as at other times. 

| Ellen Holland and Ellinor Hurdman,. 
theone being 10, the other 12 yeares of 
ape,were both of them|(by the malice of 


Saran)kept faſting forthe ſpace of 3 dayes | 


and ; nights, for {o long time they remay- 
ncd {cenceles, & did neirhes cate nor drink, 
n any 


o - 
* 

» Q \ +. 
1 
4 k - Sy y 

£ "-/ G 

A. 

"* bo Z - 


Y, 0 ©" , ©" RR” LV Hee Ca, FORT Fi 


Af vs 0 of = wa os 


oe www 1Y A xrOG 1c WwMMre $01 HM%0 1 , eee 3 (WS 


WI $4 oY 


 aſpindle; and bad them urne the glaſle, 


that ſhe muſt haue a fit of z houres longe, 


 traunce, her cyes cloſe ſhut vp, & her face 
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any thing : wherein hee Jaboured they 
might both of them periſh & pine away, 

And when the z night was come, Ellen 
Holland calicd for the houre glafle, and 
told them, ſhe mult now haue afitt, and 


muſt not come out of it for the ſpace of 
4 houres, ſhe then called for a diſtafte and 


for ſhe would ſpinne an houre and a halfe 
of that time, And though ſhe was bur a 
child,&as it were but beginning tolearne 
to (ſpinne,yet ſhe did itat thattimeſo fine-= 
ly & with ſuch expedirion,as was thought 
impoſſible for a very skilful woman ro do 
the like, and gaue ouer juſt at the ende of 
the appointed time,and then had ſhe moſt 
crucll and terrible fitts , rill the glaſſe had 
runne out the reſt of the time, & reverred 
juſt ar the. 4 houres end, as before ſhe had 
faide: but what ſhe had ſaid or done in all 
this time, that ſhe remembred nor. 
Likewiſe Ellinor Hurdman rold them 


ſhe called for the houre glalle, bad them 
turne itand marke it well, ſhe preſently 
with the turning of the glaſle fell into a 


turned quite from the glalle, the other 


way: Notwithſtanding the meaſured rhe 
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time moſt diſtin&tly as the glafſedid runne 
deviding the houre (into 4 quarters, by 
very juſt & cquall proportions, according 
as it yas moſt duche ob{cracd, ſhe recko- 
ned/it her ſelfe , and named cuery quarter 
as it had runne our: ſaying thus, a quarter 
runne, half houre runne, z quarters runne, 
andthe fourth time, turne the glaſle: cuen 
iuſt when jt had runne out; and {o did ſhe 
the ſecond time and milled not ; and the 3 
likewiſe till it was out , and then juſt with 
the very time ſhe revertcd and (aide, Icfus 
bleſl: me; & fo was reſtored for that time. 
Among all the ſtraunge thinges aCted by 
them, there was none better marked then 
this,1t was done in the davy,in the preſence 
of many witneſſes,M. Statkic hiraſelf the 
man that did chieflic oblcrue it, and tothe 
beſt ayme he could gue,the quarters were 
moſt equally devided, and the proportion 
moſt 1uit in the meaſure: Ar which the 
all marvcilled greatly, andcould not Pry, 
but impure this ſupernacurall skill ro the 
worke of Satan, who aſwell by his ſtraung 
and cunning ſuggeſtions , as by other en« 
forced fignes, doth make it evident, thar, 
that ting fubicct is in his power, and 
poſlt(Jon. 

- Furchermore lohn Staxkie , Anne Star- 
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| kie, Ellen Holland,and Ellinor Hurdman, 
| theſe 4 had the vie of their legges taken 
| from them, for the ſpace of 7 houres, and 


being ſo,all that time,they went vp6 their 
hands and their knees onely , our of one 
chamber into an other, and that as faſt, as 
if they had had the vle of their feete; they 
could reſt in no place, bur went wichour 
ceaſing all that while, they could leape vp 
from the flvre ro the bed , & down frs the 
bed tothe flore, hopping lo vp and down, 
as lightlic , like. froggs, and fo continued 
for the ſpare of 7 houres, at the leaſt. 

This time being out, they were reftored 
tothe vie of their feere, but yer ſtill remai- 
ncd buth (enceleſle & ſpeachles, in which: 
calc they all 4 went into the garden, and 
forthwith cuery'one of them gathered one 
leafe, of cuery Kinde of hearbe that grew 
therein,fcom the greareſt to the lealt,they: 
milled not one even to the very grafle x 
which being done, they came againe into 
the houſe, and then they went firſt into 
the hall, then into the parlour, and then 
into every chamberin the houſe, excep- 
ting one which was lockt, & there in the 
windowes of theſe {cucrall rowmes, cuery 
one of them laid downe one leafe, of tho 
ſame kinde of hearbe which they had ga- 
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thered ,. for looke where any one of theng 
did lay downeone, there all the reft would 
lay downe another of the ſame ſort, and 
no moe,nor no other, 

Now marke the ſtraungnes of this ate, 
which howſocuer it ſcmee in it ſelf 40 bs 
bara trifle, yet intherriall of it,it wil proue 
a wonder, if the circumſtances bee ducly 
c6ohidered : for firſt, the herbes were many, 
ſceing the garden is large. Secondly , the 

- rowmes were many, forit isa gentlemans 
bouſe,and itis of good reccipte. Thirdly, 
they were 4 , and they lathrl =o children, 
the eldeſt was not aboue 1 2 yeares olde,& 
yet that they ſhould gather of cuery fort, 

| one leafe only and no more. Fourthly,that 
the/hearbes bling mingled altogether in 

their hands, yet that cuery one did moſt 
quicklie'& readily, without any ſearching 
atall,lay down the right heatbe,ſo that in 

elery place there where euer 4 iuſt of one 

and the ſame kind. Laſtly,and that which 

15 the chiefeſt of all, that all this (as was 

 duely obſerued) was done and diſpatched} . 
withinleſſe then one houre/ in ſo diners} ": 
rowmes and ſundry places, yea vpon thef * 
Rtayres and threſholds of theſe rowmes, &| * 
in their own chamber where they lay the- 
ſclues, not only incuery windowe , buta-| *| 


gainſk 


uy — ——@V Hy Io OE OY 


gens es HS A I td + a_ 


oy =y - =. 


OO EO EEC EIN” OCONEE a. _— x :; W - L FD 
LA WI. WI oves. pb wen oy egur oh . FILES S_ _- 
* I * *% 4 ©SY wo 2 
. _ - - . You 4 I _ 1 . 
4 0 - : 


{ 
4-4 1 - =. 
PF; 4 F 4 » Fs "yn" > 
wi ZU] = , 


A Farsz Discoyenin. 39 
gainſt cucry ſtaunch of thewindowe were 


| theſe herbes thus laid downe in maner a- 


forclaid. | 

This was ſearched & found to be thus 
ſpedcly and exaCtly done, as is aboueſaid, 
which thing if it ſhould hauc bene perfor- 
med by other 4 of gooddilcrerion,the cir- 
cumſtances conlidered, it would haue bin 
the worke of a whole day, and yet not fo 
excellently perfarmed, as it was by theſe: 
which when they did ir, were all out of 
their right mindes , not Knowing ar all 
what they did, in ſo much that when they 
came out of their traunce, they marveiled 
where they had bene,& could not beper- 
ſwaded that they had done this ſtraunge 
thinge , though it- was ſhewed vnto then 
by kia demonſtration. 

Theſe 4 alſo in another traunce, did 
daunce (o finely , as if they had come our 
of the dauncing ſ{chole,one of the yongeſt 
playing with her mouth as cunningly for 
the preſent,as if ſhe had bene a minſtrell. 

It was further obſcrued, that in thoſe 
times when theſe were {o ſubie& ro haug 
their fits very often and very thicke, and 
to be fore vexed,and tormented,yct forall 
that if they went to cardes or other games 
they were not troubled at all , durivg the 
| C4 © whole 
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whole time of their playing and gaming 
and though they went from home being 
requeited roa gentlemans houle to heare 


a play , yetall that while, they were not, 


rroublcd , nor one whitte diſquiered , bug 


contrariwiſe if either ſcriptures were read, 


or ptayers vica for thzm,, or exhortations 
appiyeg vnto them, then ordinarily they 
cl] into their fits, and were very fearfully 


tormented. Inſomuch that for the ſpace of 


rwo yearcs or there abouts , rill they were | 


deliuercd,they never catne to the church, 


- only for fare to increaſe their rorments. 


'Moreoner the 4 yongeſt girles bein 
polleſt with ſcorning ſpirites 41n the da of 
theit diſpolleflion , and in the time of the 
laſt fermon did ſhew the ſame ; for when 
the word was applied vnto ther, ſhewing 
what ſtraung things Satan worketh in the 
children of diſobedience, as grining and 
gnaſhing of teeth, ſtaring with their cyes, 
making mowes with their lips, thruſtin g 
out their rogues, & drawing their mouths 
awrye very vgly, &c, Iris moſt certaine 
that as thele perticulars were named, one 
aftcr another, ſo they all foure did in a&t16 
an{were the word of God which was ſpo- 
ken,ſhewing ſuch vnſcmely geſtures, fear. 
full lookes, & vglic cofitenances in euery 
pats 
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particular , and in the very fame inſtant & 


point of time when they were named. And 


though nor one of chem did fce what an- 
other did, yer for all that, rhey did iumpe 
fo rightin {hewing and (erring our thele 
vnſcemely {ignes, as that it could veric 
hardly bee diſcerned , which of them all 4 
was ficlt or laſt in performing of the ſame, 


Further fuch was the great and extraordi- 


nary ſtrengrh that were in theſe 4 in the 


time of their fitts, that though ſome of che. 


were bur of the age of x. or xj. yeares,yet 
rwo or three ſtr6g; men, could hardly hold 
one of them. 

And that theſe rwo yongeſt and ſome of 
the reſt, though they were vnlearned and 
ncuer went to {chole,yet in their fitts they 
were able ro make an(wer to latine queſti- 
ons propounded vntothem, fo truely aud 
readily, as if they had ſoundly vnderſteod 
them. And herein were they tried ſundry 
times. And if now they ſhould be exami- 
ncd therein, they can neither an{were nor 
ynder{tande one worde, 

There bt alſo many other very ſtraunge 
things attcd by eucry one of theſe in par- 
ticular,which if they ſhould be ſer downe 
cuery one,they would fill a large volume, 
for brevities ſake therfore the moſt thin 3 
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be omitted. And this alſo ts moſt certaing 


that very many ſtraunge things, and as- | 


wonderfull as any that here haue bene 
{ſpoken of, were loſt , & ler {lippe for want 
of heede,and gooud obſeryation. 

. \Now it is worthy to bce marked that 
though theſe pollefled perſons, had eucry 
one, {ome thinges peculiarto themſelves 
which none of the reſt did ſhew , and that 


| forare & ſtraunge that all the people were 


forced to confefle it was the worke of an 


 evill ſpirite within them: ſo had they allo 


many things in comon one with anorher, 
and were 1n their fitts forthe molt parte 
handled alike. - 

x They hadall and cuery one of them 
vety ſtraung viſions, and fearfull apparitt- 
ons, wherevpon they would fay: looke 
where Satan 1s:looke where Beelzebub is: 
looke where Lucifcr is:look where a grear 
blacke dogge1s, with a firebrand in his 
raguth:ſee how Satan runneth at me with 
a {peare in his hande to ſticke mee to the 
hart, but God will defend me. 


2 They had cuery once of them two ſpi-. 
rits at the leaſt, one to torment them 1n- 
watdly, with all the torments of hell, as it 


wete , for the preſent, and cyther one or 
more to ſtand before theirfaces,moſt vgly 
and 
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* | and terrible ro behold, tro driue them-into 
$- } all feareand aſtoniſhmenr. 
j 3 They heard veric hidcous and fear- 
£ | full voiccs of the ſpirits ſundrie rimes,and 
did make marvcillous anſweres backe a- 
t | gaine vnto them vetie dircCtlic and 
' | {tranglic. 
; 4 They were in their fitres ordinarilie 
| holden in that capriuitic & bondage, that 
| foran houre,two,or three, & longer time 
| | they ſhould neither {ee nor heare nor traſt, 
\ | nor fcelc nothing bur the Divells, they 
imploying them whollie for them (clues, 
vexing and tormenting them ſo extream- 
lie, as that for the preſent they could feels 
no other paine or torture that could bee 
offered vnto them; no not though you 
ſhould plucke an care from the head, or 
an arme from the bodice. 
5 They all of them, were taken ſudden- 
lie, with a verie fearfull ſchriking, and a 
marveilons ſtraunge howling and ſhow- 
ting, making a noiſe, as it were tocall on, 
and ro waken one another, that ſothe ſpi- 
rites being raiſed vpp, might goc to their 
worke, and proceed to tormentheir ſub- 
zectes according to their cuſtome; when 
one beganne,they all followedafter in or- 


| der,oblcrving time and tunc,as it had bin 
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the ringing of vij. Bells, and ſuch was the 
ſtrauygnes of theſe voyces, that the vrte= 


ring and framing of them, exceeded all 
cunning invention , or the skill of anic 


counterfaite imitation, and the cftc allo* 


ſo! fearful}, that it was borh terrible and 
troubleſome to the whole Countrie, and 
wiought a wonderfull aſtoniſhment inall 
that heard ir. 

6 Further they all of them had their bo» 
dies {wolne to a wonderfull hage bignes, 
and almolt incredible, if there had not bin 
many eye- witneſſes ynto ir, k 

7 They had allo a marvcilous ſore hea- 
ving and lifung, as if ther heartes would 
burit, ſo that with violcnt ſtrayning of the 
ſclues, ſome of the yomired much blonde 
m:iny times. 

$. They had their faces diſfigured , and 
rurmed rowardes their backes, a fearfull 
thruſting out of their rogues with a moſt 
vglic diſtorting of their mouthcs, being 
drawen vp, as it were vnto thceit cares, 

9 They were all of them verie fierce, 
offering violence both to them ſelves and 
others , wherein alſo they ſhewed verie 
great and extraordinarie ftrength. 


16 They blaſphemed God, and the Bls 
ble; they reviled the Preachers ; rayled + 
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| pon ſuch as feared God; (corned all holy 


prayers,& wholeſome exhortations, whi- 
che being offered and applied vnto them, 
they encr became much wortc. 

11 They forrhe moſt part delighted in 
filchie & vnſavorie ſpeaches, venic aggrea« 
ble to the nature of that yncleane {pirite 
which then dwcelled wichin them; 1n (o- 
much as in the verie {ſermon time; when 
ſuch vnſecmelic behauiour was ſpoken A 
gainſt, the evill ſpiric wrought molt mali- 
tiouſlic and {pitefullic againſt the grace of 
God, and forced one of them (though ſhe 
was a maide) to vtter opelic in the hearing 
of che people,ſuch filthie yngleannes,as 18 
note be named, 

12 The moſt of them were both bltnde, 
deafc, and dumbe, for divers dayes togi-= 
ther. | 

13 They were our of their right mindes, 
without the vie of the (ences, cfpeciallie 
voyde of feeling; as much ſence in a ſtock 
as i one of them: or as polible in a man- 
ner to quicken a dead wan, as to alter or 
chaunge chem in their traunces, or firtes, 
inany thing that they eyther (aid ordid, 
-.14 They were kept faſting a long ume, 
and diucrs of them for the {pace of three 


dayes and ; nightes, did ncuther hs ny 
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drinke anie thing, Satan purpoling there-_ 


by to procure their pininggaway. 
* 15 Theyin their fictes had divers partes 
and members of their bodies ſo wife and 
ftretched out, as were inflexible, or verie 
hard to be bended. 

16 They ſhewed verie great and extra- 
ordinarie knowledge , as may appeare by 
the ſtrange things ſaid and done by them, 
according to that which we haue alrcadie 
ſet downe in the particulats. 

17 Fuey all in the ende of euecrie fir, ſaid 
ever thus ZESUS blejſe we, yea though 
they had 40 ora 100 fittes In one day, as 
It is certaine tome of ther had, yer they 
neuer miſſed to ſaye thus , but as ſure as 
they had a fitr, whether it were ſhort, or 
Jong, (o ſure it was, that it ſhould bee en- 
ded,with this prayer, 7 ESU Sbleſſe me, 
this was cuer a ſure ſ1gne, that they were 
reſtored to the yſe of their ſences for that 
time, which neuer failed. 

18 They cucr after their fits, were as wel 
as might be, and felt verie litle or no hure 
atall; although they had bene neuecr fo 
{ore rormented immediatlie before. 


' Now this harmonic & conſent in lignes * 


and actions, both for the matter & maner 
of ſtrange handling of all theſe in their ſe= 
ucrall 
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vera]l fits, doth make it evident, that the 
were all really and corporally pollclled. 
5s | Notwithſtanding thatis true, which is 
{ | obiccted , namely, that ſundry of theſe (i- 
e | gies, may bein onethar is nor poſleſſed, 

For one may {ce very fearfull fights, and 
- | ftcaung apparitions , and may be haunted 
y | withevil {pirits, & driven into great feares 
E 


and frights,and yet nor bepoſleſled, 
Another may be both lame and blind, 

and dumbe and deafe. 

| | . Thethird may bee very herce , offering 

1 | violence, both to thermſelues and others. 

s || The fourth may gvaſh and fome, and 

7 | Rare with his eyes,and fall downe fearful- 

$ 

r 


lie, and ſuddenly,& lyc as if he were dead, 
And {o it may be ſaid of divers others , 
whiche may manic other wayes be verie 
, | ſtrangly.handled, and yer not one of them 
: | truely poſleſled, 
| | The rcaſonis becauſe that when ſundry 
of thele lignes , are ſeucred from the reſt, 
| | and goe alone by them (clues, or cells are 
t | found bur two or three, or ſome few togi- 
> | ther, then ſuch fignes may arile, as cffects 
| from ſome other working cauſe in the 
; | ſubic&t, or from the immediate hande of 
r | Gud, or ſome other way. 


Bur when all theſe fignes ſhall comuny | 
an 


(_ 


; Pp. 
- » 
=. * Y "S 


' 
- « 
- p = | 


43 A TavtDiscovrss Acainst 
| Fink - and meete together in one man, or the 
070 - moſt of theſe, being ioyned with any one 
ate aboue the power of nature, as Oat 
naturall know edge, and cxtraordinarie 
ſtrength, or anic ſuch impoſhble worke, 
then if it ſhalbe cxamined, cyrher accor- 
ding to the {criprates, or hiſtories, or rea= 
ſon ir ſc]fe, ir will prooue' a veric ſounde 
and corporall poſleſſion: And fo by conſe- 
quence the great varietic of ſtrange lignes 
and ſupernaturall aces, performed by 
\ theſe 7. and ſhewed a(well in cveric 
particular, as-in thoſe thinges 
which they had incommon 
one with another,doth ca- 
 filie conclude a veric 
true and (ound 
pollcſhon, . 


The third 


- 


z o 
: 
# © \ uy 
. 
? . 
\ 
* 
| 


a, 
IF 
« $74 Y; 
Ll 5 
G F av 


A Farsz Discovenig. 49 
Fe third part. 


* | The; part of this diſcourſe c6cernes 
our comming toMai.Starkies houſe,& 
the occaſion thereof, how we came to 
haue to deale with cheſe 7 perſons; out 
entrance into,and our whole cariage in 
that action ; whiche becing truelie fert 
downe , may ſerue to diſcharge vs of 
thole grievous calumniarions cotayned 
in the di{couerie: charging vp6 vs both 
the names and practize of coultners, 
juglers,cxorciſtes,impoſters,&c. 


4 


CL 


| 


[7k sr then the continuance of theſe 
troubles in Mai.Starkies houlſc: the re- 
membrance of Doct. Dees coilcll,to ſend 
for ſome Preachers : the impriſoning of 
1 Edmond the Witch in Lancafler layle: the 
' | hearing of the Boy of Burron, who b-ing 
ftrangelie afflicted , receyued helpe & de- 
ligerance by M.Darrells adviſe: vp6 theſe 
occalions , M. Starkic ſent for M. Darrell 
3 (cuerall times þ:fore he came, hee ener 
imparted the newes vnto the brethren as 
ttcame to his hand, b:cauſe he would at- 
tempt nothing in thols cafes without very 
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go0d adviſement, and lawfull conſent. Tii 
theend it was concluded , that hee ſhould 
goe: and thought fit,that Lailo ſhould go 
with him, as a companion in the 1ourncy, 
and a witnes to all his proceedings-accct- 
ding to his owne requeſt, 

This being done, M.Darr:wrote his lct- 
ter to M.Starkie, wherin he promiſed that 
after ſome preſent and important bulines 
was diſpatched, he would come, and vine 
him ; deſiring withall , the afl:iſtance of 
ſome faithful Miniſters about M.: Scarkic, 
eſpecially his Paſtour to joyne with vs. 

This letter M. Starkie read in the pre- 
ſence of Ivhn Starkic his ſonne, and ſome 
other: after which time, he, the {aid Iohn, 
had no fitat all, tillthe day of our c6ming 
thither : the xeſt had &me little fitrs, bur 
not ſo grievous as before : in which fits 
they would (ay to the ſpirit, thou nanght 
Jad,thou makeſt vs ſicke,forthou COT 
the Preachers will come ſhortly. 

So we hauing prepared'our ſclues for 
this iourney , at the time appointed, went 
towards Lancaſhire, where we ncuer came 
jn our lines before, And vpon Wedneſday 
the xvj'b of March,about one of theclock, 
wee came to M. Starkics houſe at Cle 
wouth , who heating that we were come; 

bi Miſters' 
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Miſtres Starkie with Iohn Star: herſonne; 
and Ann her daughter with ſome other of 
the family came forth ro mcet vs, and en- 
terteyned vs with greatioy,, and brought 
vs into the hall , where we found M. Star; 
himſcltc , being then ready ro riſe from 
dinner; who after bur welcome to him; 
commanded the meate ro be brought a- 
gaine, and delired ys to fit downe at table, 
and ſo we did : Preſently after praying of 
God, wee began to enquire of M. Staikie, 
the ſtate of his family, and asked him how 
they did : He anſwered, he thanked God; 
they were all much better then they had 
bene, but ſpecially Iohn Starkic had bene 
well for a fortnight together, and not {0 
much as once troubled , & Anne Star. his 
daughtcr had bin well divers dayes before 
our comming, without any httatall, and 
the reſt began tro mend now lince Edm6d 
the witch was hanged ; And both hee and 
his wife doubted nor, but that they ſhouid 
nowe doe well. Which when we hcarde; 
wee (uipeted greatly Satans lurking in 
them : And delired to ſee thoſe thar were 
ſtill croubled, which were eſpecially three, 
who where all in the kitchin quiet; he cal- 
led for them to come vp into the hall, and 
ſo they came; ficit rhe cldeſt came neere 
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ynto the table and made Jowe courteſie, & 
preſently in a moment was throwen irito a 
chayre, about z yardes diſtant from the 
lace where ſhee ſtood ,, where the reared 

| backward in the chaire as though ſhechad 
bin a fleepe, her body ſtretched out to the 
furtheſt, and as ſtifas yron : This becing 
done, in comes the ſeconde , who did like 
the firſt, and was ſuddenly caft to a table 
fide,iuſt oppoſite againſt the other: After 
warde comes in the laſt; with both her 
handes cloſed to her face, & vriered theſe 
words , Iam come to counſayle before I 
be called, and ſtraight way while the word 
was it her mouth; ſhe was ſtricken back+ 
ward ro the formeſtde , where thee fart all 

. agaſte like the reſt, Herevpon we aroſe fr6 
the table , beeing much amalcd ar the 
ſtrangnes of the ſight, and came ro behold 
them,and {ce in what maner they were vis 
fited. And after we had vewed them well, 
within a quarter of an houre,thcy al ſtood 
vp: And am6g many odd plcaſant,though 
ynyluall ſpeaches, one of theſe 3 pals 
thus mel about the hanging of Hartley 
the witch who was newly exccuted) doe 
they think that they covld hange the De- 
vyill:l whiſh no,they might hange Edm6d, 
Þut they could not hayge the Deyill _ 
Wcey 
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they were rwo , Edmond and the Devill. 

And after they began to raile and revile 
and ro ſtrike both with handes and with 
fe-tc,and could not be rulcd till they were 
remoucd intoan ypper charaber , where 
they continued together, talking one to 
another , mocking and ſcorning ſuch as 
heid them \downe,or (aid,or did any good 
vnts them : And ſo they remayned,depri- 
ued of the right yſc of their fences, both 
ſpeaking , and doing much evill, and yer 
viterly 1gnorant and ſenceles in all thae 


1s from them, fo continuing fromrhar 
oure being 2 a clock on the Wedneſday 


- 


till 6 at night vpon Thurſday , when it 
pleaſed God to deliuer them and the reſt, 

Then we went into the garden, conſul- 
ting with M.Starkic,what was beſt to bes 
done, We agreed ypon this courſe,namely 
to take in hand the exercule of faſting and 
prayer the next day, conſidering with our 
{chues where wee might haue {ome other 
Godly Preacher to ioyne with vs , to afliſt 
vs ia that worke. We thought of diuerle, 
buc in the end we made choyle of one M, 
Dickoms, the miniſter at Leigh, which is 
the Pariſh Charchto M.Starkie. Where- 


| ypon we (ent for him. 


la the meane tirac we purpolcd to pre» 
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pare the whole familie againſt the next: 
day,to make them al as fit as we could for: 
that holy wotke : ana chieflic that they 
might bce truely humbled , and lanctifi- 
ed, thatto we might withthe more cou- 
rage and comfort 1oyne with them the 
next day in faſting and prayer . But when 
{ome of the poſletled were'tried, rhey were 


found yncapable of all good counſayle &- 


inſtruction, and yer had abilitic and pow- 
er to rcfilt & {corne the ſame. Afterſome 
halfe houre ſpent this way with ſome of 
the, the reſt of the poſlcſled were all come 
inco the chamber : Margrer Byrom was 
newiy come from Mancheſter, whom Ma. 
Starkie had caaſed to be {ent for,and Iane 
Aſhton alſo, which before our comming 


* 


Chouch 5 WAS nor much ſuſpetted: Yet ſhee thar 
Pivel had day in the morning had her belly ſwelled 


Rn As biggeas a woma with childe,&ltraight 
felfin beth VPON OUT cOMMIDE, a lſtraunge { Kriking 
mes, 9 and howling,as the reſt had. So Mai.Star- 


wed fo chic holding his ſonne Tohn,andMilſtreſle 
_ 2m Starchie her daughter Anna faſt in rheir 
can di. armes,Ma. Darrell began to exhort them. 
ſ hey Preſcntlie lohn Starchie and Anne, cryed 
muſt nee our mighuly, with fuch outrageous roa- 
bimfelfe, 121g 2nd belling , thar they could not of a 


long 


- = 
=_ _— 7 | 
{ 5 ©. RE 2 

4 kt 4 ; F bi. 4 = 4 

* 4 wad - j Ko” 


A Fats? Discovenis. 


long time be reſtreyned . And lohn Star- 
chie being caſt and holden downe vpon a 
bedd, was moſt fearfullic rormented, and 
ſo payncd in his ſtomacke, and pulled in 
his belly, heaving & lifting, as if his heart 
would burſt, wherevpon he ſhedd manie 
bitcer reares,and{o continued, ſometimes 


times in theſe rormeting fits, to the great 
gricfc of the bcholders. And while we la- 
s | boured to comfort them by exhortations, 
F | we were {corned by the firſt three that lay 
$ 


by vpon beddes incuery good worde that 

we ſpake, & they would take it into their 

. | mouthes, and mocke ir: When we called 
> | forthe Bible,they fell a laughing at ir,and 
» | fayde, reach them the Bubble bable, bibble 
© | babbell, it went ſoround in their mouthes 
{ | from one to another, and continued with 
t | many other {corninges and filrhic ſpea- 
ches, that wee could not bereaue rhem of 
it, Thecevpon we purpoſed to leaue ther 
> | fora while, exhorting againe Iohn Star- 
r | chierorruſt in the Lord; to bee patient in 
. | tharaffliction; ro pray to God,and delired 
| | himco fay after vs, the Lordes prayer: bur 
he was the more tormented a great deale, 
and not a worde could he bovlde; butthar 
{corner thac lay next him, faide afrer vs, 
| D 4 nicks 
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crying out exceeding loude, and fome- 
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micknaming eucry worde in the Lordes' 

prayer, fo farre as we wenrinir, For when 

f we perceyued ſuch horrible blaſphemie, 

Fi ah we/durſt not proceede but gaue ouer or e- 

TR uct we came to the end, being cxceeding- 

he|gricued, that they had deſpiſed ſuch 

holy thinges as dogges and {wine, that 

would if they could haue turned againe, 

and all ro rent vs:whereypon we were for- 

ced to giue place to the Devil, who indeed 

at this rime beſtirred him (cle, working 

mightilic in all the poſſeſſed ſuch rormers 

and (uch troubles, with ſuch outrageous 

ſpire and contempre, as I am perlwaded 

was ({cldome or neuer ſcene the like, and 

al of purpoſe to diſcourage vs in that { kir- 

miſh, and to driue vs out of the fielde;end 

if it were poſſible not to dare toſert vyppon 

him any more. 

The trueth 1s, we were greatly diſcou- 

raged atthattime, not Knowing wel what 

to doe: we left them ſo, and went into a 

garden to refreſh pur {chnes, hauing ſpent 

a good while with them, it grewe towardo 

ſupper time; we were requeſted to come 

in, and being ſet at ſupper Mai. Dickoms 

(whom we had ſent for) came in. We told 

| bim whar traunge things had fallen our, 

{;nce our comming thither, & of our pur- 
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poſe to faſt and pray with the familie,if he 

would ioyne with vs, which thing he wag 

verie readieto doe. And hauing purpoſed 

alioto prepare the familie therevnto, wee 

went abour it, Hauing the whole familie 
togeather, and diverſe honeſt neighbours 

fot the holding and tending of the poſle(- 

ſ-d,we made entrance into the preparatis, 

which was by way of exhorration. Wee 

found the yeric lowde, froward & rough 

to deale withall, rhat we could hardlie get 

any audicnce: but perceaving the great 

malice & ſpite of theDenil],that wroughe 

againſt vs, [abanth g violenthie ro trouble 

vs, that wee might againe g1ue ouer the 

wortke as we had done before, Wee were 
provoked in this reſpect with great zcale 

to pray againſt him, & with all che defires 

of our {oules, to intreat the Lorde to put 

the Deyill to filence, and that he would 
charge, and commaund the cvill ſpirices 

to holde their peace; that ſo wee mighe . 
both hauc good audience in praying and Thepray. 
ſpeaking the Worde, and al{o pertorme hows no 
all other ducties profitably without lette: made bur 
which came to paſle accordingly, for wee freienty 
found the Lord neare and readic to heare ea 


* W | | 1, one 
vs: who preſcntlie ſhewed his power in rat Army. 


 Commaunding Satan to lilcnce, and to be Gog, 


tall, 
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ſill, and they obeyed him, for there fols 
lowed a greatcalme . So we went forward 
performing that ſeruice which remayned 
with much comfort, This preparation be- 
ing finiſhed, by this time it drewe trowarde 
midnight, we went all ro: bedde, to take 


 ſomereſt, that being thereby refreſhed, we 


might bee the better able to performe a 


greater ſeruice the next day, which we had 


bound our (clues vnto, being exceedingly 
encouraged to ſer vpon it with {ure ho 

of the vicgorie, in that the Lord had pur 
the pawne and pledg of it into our hands 
ouer night, giuing vs ſuch plaine expe- 
rience both of his preſece & of his power, 
by tcalon wherof our faith gathered great 
ſtrength, that ſeeing the Lord had bleſſed 
our endeyour thus far in rhe entrances and 
giuen vs ſuch good (uccelle in the prepa-. 
ration , that he would notfaile to be pre= 
fent with vs.1n the batraile ir (clfe, ro ſhew 
his power, and-to worke with vs till wee 
had troden Satan vnder our feetc. ,There- 


fore when the morning came, we prepared 


our {clues after the b:1it maner we could, 
tharthat holy exercilc of faſting & prayer 
might be performed both by our 4 vc GC 


all charſhould 1oyne with vs therein, with 
molt fruice,, that wee might attaine to the 
marke 
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marke that we ſertt beſore vs : namely, the 


confounding of Saran and the full deliue- 
rance of the poſleſied. There was allo great 
preparation in the familie to ſet all things 
in good order, that we might not be trou- 
bled in the work, And hauing a faire large 
parlour already trimmed, they broughe 
F thither certaine beds or couches, ypon 
which they laide the 7 ſicke pollefled per- 
{ons. All this while the honeſt neighbours 


- 


neare about, coming in , the roome filled — 


' apace, ſome holding and rending rhe icke 


polleſicd,8& ſome luting by. It being now 
about 7 aclocke,and all things made rea- 
gc, the parties being ſtill croubled, their 
torments'ftil increaſing, & their fits doub- 
ling vponthem, fomtimes either howling 
or crying,or cls lifting, heaving,or yomir=- 
ing, orels {corning,or rayling,orcalt into 
4 traunce, which was cucrar the ende of 
their fits, being as a breathing time to re- 
freſh them by,and then to ir againe. The 
ſight and hearing of theſe thinges was (o 
wonderfull that a man cannor poſliblie 
come neereit in deſcribing of it, neither 
was cuer {ucha thing (cene in our dayes, 
nor in the dayes of our fathers, ſuch a 
number in one place, lying in ſuch a fear- 
full mancr ſo miſerably yexed by the De- 
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vill. We could not chuſe but be exceedings 
Iy affected with great ſorrow and grief in 
cumpallion of thejr mieries, which pro- 
voked vs to offer vppe our prayers wich . 
, Rrong crying and tears vnto God that was 
able to heare , & to (auc ys fr6 that which 
we feared, 

Wee then with fuch reucrence as was 
meete, beganne the exerciſe of humbling 
our ſoules ynto God, in the mediation of 
Teſus Chriſte , and by the direction of the 
holy Ghoſt proceeded in the worke till ir 


was finiſhed. In which proceeding it is fee 


to obſcrue diucrſe ſtrang eventes which 
happencd.' For the poſleſicd being of di- 
uers kinds,we had more adoe with them: 
for 4 of them1 were poſle(kd with skor« 
ning ſpirits, & quite bezeaued of the righe 
vic of their {ſences, with whom we were 
much more troubled then with the other 
three which were cuer very ſober, thongh 
they were yery {ore rormented. And yer 
through the great mercy of God, after we 
had made: an entrance, God bridled the 
rage of Satan, and fo reſtrained his fury, - 
tharafcer he had mad: his flouriſh in the 
beginning,and ſhewed his power(as then 
he will do the worſt he can)it pleaſed God 
85 before in gur preparation oucrnight, ſa 
111 
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In the exerciſe ir ſelf, where mariy were a(- 
ſembled rogether,to make them all quier, 
and to keepe them all in ſuch order, that 
frs 7a clocke inthe mornine till 3 a clock 
in the afternoone, we went forward with- 
out any great interruption , {auc that now 
and then , ſonic of them had fume ſudden 
firt for the ſpace of halfe a quarter of an 
houre,;which being ended, we went on ſtil 
perceaving the Lord working with vs, gi- 
uving ys ofcentimes ſundry {ignes of the 
victory, whereby we were tnuch encoura- 
ged. For inthe firſt Sermon whileſt Malter 
Dickoms was preaching , Margret Hard- 
man, who was the principall and chicfe of 
the ſcorners, was plainely heard , both by 
ſome of the Preachers & of the people, to 
vic theſe words oftentimes. [ muſt be gone, 
I muſt be gone, Whether ſhall I goe? whether 
ſhall I goe? I will not dye , I will not dje. 
Repeating ouer againe & againe the ſame 
thing halte a dozen times at the leaſt, in a 
fine [Joan voice and in the tunceof linging. 
After this there appeared no great diftra- 
tion ill three of the clocke in the after-= 
noone: and toward the end" of my ſermon 
(as the Diſcoucrer hath reveylcd) when 
the aboucnamed Margret Hardrnan was 
heard againe to ytter theſe wordes, / can- 
Bot 
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wot tarie: I cannot tarie: Iam too hoote: T 
am tbo hoote: let me goe: let me goe. Which 
wordes gaue vs this comfort, that Sathan 
would not long keep his holde, he was {0 
heated by faſting and prayer, and by the 
word of God (o S loullic and poweifully 
applycd, as if fyer were put into lis hole 
to burne him 6ut:for herevpon before the 
ſermon was or could be ended , (hee with 
all the reſt brake our into exceeding loude 
erycs,all ſeaven roaring,6: belling 1n ſuch 
extreame and fearfull manner that they 
troubled vs al, being (o viglent and outra- 
pious that they had much adoe to be hol- 
den. For Satan then being ready to depart, 
did firſt vexe all the vaynes of their harts, 
and did fo tormentthem, that they were 
forced tolay about them with both hands 
and feere, to pull their hayre, and to rent 
theirclothes, to knocke their heads, and 
to ſtrike rhem (elves, crying out with opE 
mouthes, & roaring as if they were madd. 
Then was there {uch ſtrugling & ſtriving 
berwceene vs and thoſe ſeavenDevills,cry- 
ing outſo Joude with ({uch violence and 
cxtention of voyce, labouring who ſhould 
be loud:ſt, till our voyces were ſpent and 
no ſtrength almoſt left in vs. This battayle 
continued verie neare the ſpace of two 
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houres, till we were excecedinglie weake- 
ned with longe and loude crying vp yneo 
| heauen, bur it pleaſed God to weaken Sa- 
tans power much more, and to tread the 
euill ſpirits vnder our feete, And thus 
much may fcrue ro ſhew, what beginning 
we made into this worke , and howe wee 
procceded therein , and that our whole 
courſe & cariadge held in this cauſe thus 
farre may elcare ys,that we neither ſought 
worke,nor ſet our {clues to work, though 

we be chatged fo to doe, by this Diſcove- 

ric, as may appeare by the {cope.of the 
whole laſt chapter of the firlt booke : ney- 

ther in dealing with theſe ſtraunge aftlic« 

tions, haue we vſed cyther delutions, ing- 
| lings, exorciſmes, or any ſuch vayne 

and ridiculous foolcrics as they haue 
detected in the popiſh Prieftes,nor 
yet any ſuch lightnes as ſhould 
be codemned by men that 
Y meddle with marters 
of ſuch mo- 
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The fourth part. 

TOw, it followcth in the fourth place, 
ro delcribe briceflie the mcancs and 
maner of the diſpoſletiion of theſe 7 pers 
ſons,that fo it may appcare that Mai. Dar- 
rel} was neither the only,nor yet the prin- 
cipal agent therein; cotraric ro that which 
theDiſcouecrer docth fal{lic report of him; 
Chap. 1. pag. 2. namelie, T hat though hee 
had eloried m 2 exploites,yet his name Was 
rot (o famous, till he had kitzel ejſed 7 pere 


fons in Maiſter Starkies bouſe, at one clap; 


And for proofe heercof they alleadge the 
ſtvric of the boy of Burton, in the ende of 
which booke,ir is thus written: viz:Short- 
lie you ſhall banethe true ſtorie come foorth 


of thoſe 7 in Lancaſhire, that were poſſeſ= 


ſed with wncleane poop and all 7 deliye- 


redat one timeby this man. And the more 
to confirme this, they alleadge Mai. Dat- 
tcls owne teſtimontie, in his anſwere tothe. 
6 artic.of his exam.(quotcd in the marg ) 
therevppon inferring thus': By thus man, 
meaning Mai. Darrell, as he hiniſelft hath 
confeſſed: 1 will therefore firſt ſert downs 
the tructh concerning their deliucrances 


= at 
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and afrer proue that Mai; Darrell is made 
the principall ih this ation by this Diſco- 
uerer, bur viider a pretence onely, aud for 
a further ferch, PR WOT OS, 8 

For the rruth firſt you haue heard alrea« 
dic, that we were three Preachers that cx» 
ercilcd that day,of whom 1 was the laſtz& 
deed in the later end of my lermon ( as 
the Diſcomerer hath reveyled) they grewe. 
to be ſo ſtrong, that they could veric hard- 
lie be holden downe vppon their beddes,, 
though chey had lycn bctore: reafonablia 
quiet, Ts ay 

Bur chicflic: one of them namely lane 
Aſhton, being both tlie ſtrongeſt & worlt 
of all che-reſt, was alſo more violentlic ve- 
xcd, having her fires fo ſorcand fo thick,, 
that we feared, ſhe would eycher haue fain 
ted and fallen downe, orells hauc yeelded, 
vnto Sathan, who labourced, mightilie co, 
make her workeable ro his purpoſe; wher-: 
ypon Mai. Darrcll and Mai, Dickomis the: 
other Preacher that itoyned-with vs, being. 


| much afteted with her mileric,as by force 


of her fitres ſhe was violentlie caried afjde: 
from tho reſt, they two att&ded vpon her, : 
ſtriving withall cheit powet ro vpholde & 
ſrengrhen her, 
Inthe meane time OW 6 bcing ſore; 
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tormented; and ſtrugling with thoſe that 
kepr them, were got from them, and be- 
ing tumbled fr6 their pallers ro the flore, 
and neare to the fire ſide, where by the 
good providence of God, I was brought, 
cuen into the middeſt of them : and there 
being aſſiſted with the prayers of their pa- 
rents and the people, we carneſtlie entrea- 
ted the Lord for them, with ſtronge and 
mightie cryes:And ir plealedGod to heare 
vs at thatinſtant for thoſe 6, who were all 
ypon a ſuddaine ſtraungelic and fearfullic 
caſt downe before vs, where they lay all 6 
along one by another, alrogeather faibe- 
les, their bodies ſtiffe and ſtretched our,as 
if they had bene ſtarke dead, for the ſpacs 
of halfs a quarter of an honre, 

In which time, Mai. Dickoms came to 
me;and ſaw all of them, laide as dead, and 
how they' roſe vp agayne one after ano- 
ther, in order as they fe]], acknowledging 
thar they were freed from the euill ſpirit, 
andthat he was departed from them. 

Wherevpon cueric one, of them (cjues, 


with great ioy and gladnesof heart, gaue 


thankes to God for that benefite, 
All this while Ma. Darr, was with the 
other mayde ſtanding at a great window 


3h anorher paite of the parlour, which Was 
both 
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both long aud large, fo thar hee neither 
fawe, nor heard, of the delitterice of the(e 
6. he neither knewe, when rhey were caſt 


 downe,nor when they roſe vpp, nor once 


ſuſpected any ſuch thinge, vnril ſuch rime 
as they being perfeCthe reſtored, ſtoode 
ypon their feere, leaping and daunſing 8 
[rnrung God: when al(o we were all fi]- 
ca with exceeding toy, which was teſtift- 
ed'by (howrting and clapping of hand:s,fo 
that the earth range wich the prayles of 
God, and the whole houſe was hlled witch 
thc ſounde thereof, 
Now the diligent obſerving of the ſtate 
and condition of theſe 6 perfons in one 
houre, what violent paſſtons, & extreame 
outrage they were in for the beginning of 
the houre, driuen and drawen to crye and. 
roare with all midnes and furie, and to do 
they Knew nor what. And then ſecondlie 
inthe laſt part of the hoare, ro bee quire 
chaunged into another condition , caried 
as it were with all force. and violence into 
other conttarie extretmitics of ynſpeakea- 
ble and exceſſjue ioyes, the beſt way: ro be 
ſo ſuddenlic brought from the bonda 

and torture of Satan , into the glorious il 
bertie of the ſonnes & daughters of God, 
By theſe ſignes and ſuddayne chaunge, it 
E 2 is 
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is moſt evider,rhit the firſt eſtate 15 ſo mas 
nifelt the worke of Satan, & the 2 fo clea- 
red to be the worke of God, thatirt cannot 
polliblic be the worke of fleſh and bloud, 
neither could it be countetfayted by anie 
man. Forl am per{wadcd that if 6 of the 
cunningeſt wirttes that be in the worlde, 
ſhould toyne their heads rogither ro make 
fuch another worke : yet they could nor 
_'deceyne the fences of ſuch men, as had 
ſeene by experience, and had made ſome 
triall of theſe ſtraunge and grear workes, 
for they could quicklic diicerne , their 
cloſc ingling, and ſleightie conveyance to 
be butdelulions & hipocrifie, & ſo would 
their wickednes be manifeſted to all men, 
By this it may appeare that Ma.Dariell 
was not the principal] or chiefe Actour in 
eheir dilpolic{on , neither can he in deed 
be lo accounted, (ecing thar at the' yerie 
time whiles-we were crying vnto the Lord 
for thele 6: hee was ſeparated to another 
worke,and bufilie colonel another way, 
namely, inſtructing , comfortinge, and 
ſtrengthening the Maide, who remayned 
all this while miſcrablic yexed by the Dee 


Wille: | 

| Wherevpon at our being there he com+ 

playncd yato me concermng the + 24 
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* ſeſſion of thele 6, & tolde me that he awe 
\\ never a one of them when they were deli- 


uered, which he (aide grieued him cxcec- 
dinglie. þ 

+» Afterthis alſo I confeſle thar to be true 
which the diſcouerer hath diſcloſed book 
x. chap. 10.pag. 56, namelic, that I tooke 
all cheſe 6 vnto me, and exhorted them to 


_ eontinue in the feare of God: telling theny 


thar Satan would ſceke to enter into them 
avaine, whom I admonithed to refiſt by 
faith and prayer, and by putting on all the 


whole armour of God, incouraging them 


by all mcanes to [tande faſte, fayingthuy 
ynto them: If you doe manfullie refilt, no# 
doubt but you ſhall ſee that Sathan will 
flic,not being able to doe you any harme« 
And as they regarded well this counſell;fo 
pleaſed God to hlefle it accordinglic, for 
he'gaue them ſuch ſtrength and courage, 
though five of them were but children, 
that they did moſt ſtronglie reliſt him, fo. 
that chough his afſaulteswere vſually ve- 
ric herce and importunare for the preſent, 
yer could he not-prevaile with the lealt to - 
yeelde vnto him. And fo hitherto they. 
haue all 6 bene preſerued both ſafe and 
founde, without any further moleſtation, 
to the great praile and glorie of God. 
FT: E z* Now 
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Now whiles I was thus imployed about 
thole 6. Mai. Darrell rooge great paynes 
with the Maid, hoping ſtill that ſhe would 
hauec bene diſpoſſetſed that night alſo, bur 
it came not {o to patle, Whereyppen tho- 
rough the /yokasl 37 Satan, who had 
drawen her to diflemble, and brought her 
to an impudent outfacin bs of the truth, we 
were driue ro giue ouer for that time, pux= 
poling in the morning to renewe the exer- 


cile of faſting and prayer inthe þchalfe of 


that maide onlic; which when we had cn- 
ted into, ſhe was forer vexey and tormens 


\ red then cuer ſhe was before, till it was a- 


bout noone or one of the clocke, aboug 
which time, ſhee alſo through the greax 
metrcie of God, recetued helpe and Ifiues 
rance. 

 Forwhenwe had all three in order per- 
formed this duetie of prayer, (hee hauing 
wrought vs all one after another till wee 
were weatie, the Jalt time as ir came to my 
courſe | having continued ſometime, de- 
fired another ro rake my rowme 1 which 
when the maide hearde, ſhee ſnddenlie 
caught me by the hande,held me faſt, and 
faige vnto me, Nay for Gods ſake leaue 
me not yer,ſticke toit alitle longer, & you 
ſhall ſce he will departe ſhortlic. 
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Hereypon receyuing this goud incou- 
ragement, I continued ſtill, and with the 
toynr aſliſtace of the reſt, we earneſtly en- 
treated the Lord for her,(o it was not long 
before ſhe was caſt into a traunce, lving as 
if ſhe had benefaſl a (lcepe,anon the burſt 
out into weeping that the teares trickled 
downe her checkes apace in a veric extra- 
ordinaric maner; aftcr which ſhe preſent- 
lie role vp,and'thanked God that the evill 
ſpirit was departed from her. 

. She allo bene violentlic aſſauJred by 
the-Devill,reliſted mafully, as the reſt did, 
and likewiſe prevayled, and (o was by the 
mercic of God piclerucd , during all the 
time ſhe was in her miſtres houſe, bur af- 
rerward ſhee departed thence, and dwele 
with her Vncle, a papilt, in the furtheſt 
parre of Lancaſhue, where there reſorted /« 
vnto her certayne Seminarie prieſtes, by 
, | whoſe coniutations and magical inchaiit- 
| ments, (as it is reported) the evil ſpirit wag 
, | brovghtinto her againe,fince whichtime 
\ | ſhe hath bene exceedinglic rormered, and 
» | ſoftillcorinueth like S6mers repoſlefled. 
| As therefore the good providence of 
> | God may be diſcerned in the diſpoling of 
z | allthings, foalſfo it ſhewerth it (clfe moſt 
clearclic in the wel ordering of this whole 
| E 4 action, 
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ation, ifjr be well obſerued. © 116! 

Firlt in ſending me wita Mai. Darrell ro" 
be a wirnes of thoſe ſtraunge and vnwon- 
ted workes of God. 0 243 SON 

\ Secondlie, in'not viing Mai. Darrell as' 
thechiefe mſtrument, neither for the dif." 
poſſeſling of the fixtthe firtte day, nor yer” 
for the deliuerance of the feaucnth onthe 
ſcconde day. PILE E 2287 J 

: Thirdlie,in that without his labor they 
were prepared by tairh' and prayer and 0+ 
ther ſpirituall armourto refiſt the euil ſpi- 
rit, by mcanes wherof the;, were preſcr-: 
ued from Repoſleſlion. For if Mai. Darrell - 
had bene the chicfcſt in diſpolleſſinge of 
'thele 7,and of Thomas Dirling.as he was. 
of other two,narncly of Katherine Wright 
and of William Sommers :; then ſurelic ir | 
would haue bene thought that he had had 
Tome ſpeciall gifte that way aboue other 
men, and this diſcouerer might haue had- 
the greater ſhew of advantage in charging 
him ſo deepelie and ſo often with thae 
matter. 
For whichcauſe queſtionles it pleaſed: 

God ro preuent him in theſe 7, And as for 
Thomas Darling, Mai. Datrell onlie gaue' 
adviſe to his friendes to faſt and pray, and: 
humble them ſ(clacs on his behalfe,and fo; 
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_ they did, neither he nor any other Prea- 
cher beingpreſent, ir pleaſed God at their 
prayers, being but 9 or 10 lumple people 
to be intreated, and to deliver the partie 
from that pollcſſion, that ſo by diuers and 
{undry expcrimentes, it might appeare to 
all che world that this 15 no extraordinarie 
gifte, peculiar toany one man , but com= 
mon to all the faithtull, aſwell ro one as ts. 
another, and that the meane and {imple 
people may haut as great priviledge and 
power to calt out Saran, by their faith and 
faſting and fervent prayer, as cither he, or 
_ I, orthe beſtandchiefelt Preacher. 
. Ourofche premiſles then it may be eol- 
leed rhat if there bee any evill in this 
worke,it is rather ro; be injpured vnto: me 
then vnto Ma. Darrel; for intrueth (as the 
Lord lineth) there is nor occalion of cuill 
in him concerning this. matter; for if hee 
had wrought craftilie/at ocher-times, and 
practiſed deceyret why thould ir nothaue 
appearcd and broken out alwel in dealing 
with thee 7 as in other places 2 bur I am 
pertwaded (tuch is his 0 plicitie) that ho 
15 asclcare,and was cuer as free from cole 
terfayting as [ my (cite am . And I'dare 
boldlie proteſt cuen before the Lord, thar 
ſuch arhought camc ncucr once into my 


minde, © Now 
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Nowe howſocuer it might ſceme more 
expedict for me to be filentin theſe things 
leaſt 1 ſhould ſceme, or be taken even as a 
foole in boaſting my ſelf:yer herein I may 
{ay with the Apoſtle, you hauc cuen com- | 


 pelled me: for indecd ({o.great is the inc6- 


venicnce that hath come by the miſcon- 
ceyuing and milreporting of this matter 
of facte, as that it hath enforced a neceſlt= 
tic of manifeſting the trueth therof in the 

laineſt mancr which yer hitherto for mo- 
deſtics ſake, hath bene ſu "en for tho 
ſpace of 3 ycares,and likclic neuer to haue 
come to light, 'if our innocencic could 
haue bene cleared withour ir. 

Bur now 1 muſt returne tothe Diſcone- 
rer and procced to performe wy promiſe, 
which 1s,to proue, that the purpoſe of cho 
Detreour, to make Mai.Darrefl the prin- 
cipal agent in this diſpofſef16, is onlic vn- 
der a pretence & nor that he is ſo perſwa- 
ded, my reaſons are theſe : Firſt ro pretend 
Mai. Darrell ro. be principall, in this, afwet 
as in all the reſt,is greatpollicic: for vnder 
this pretece, all that they charge hum with 
concerning reaching of Sommers, hath 
the greate1 colour ot truerh. Secondly, by 
inforcing this, as they doc much in their 
booke,it docth more.cafilic pertwade men 
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' tobelceuc, that he is a verie coramon and 
lewdc practizer and decciuer, Thirdlie, by 
this le of principall,8 in al places where . 
he comes to bee the chicteſt, it preſuppo- 
ſerch an extraordinaric1wgling { Kill, anda 
{ingularcunning in legerdemaine,as they 
terme 1t: wherevpon they ſaye that when 
he beganne with Katherine Wright, then 
he dcalt but rudelie and vnſ kilfullie ; bur 
. after he had practized with Thomas Dar- 
- lngandthe7 of Lancaſhire ; then he was 
| hisgraftes maiſter. Fourthlic, Ir helpes to 
juſtific chat accuſation of vaine gloric,and 
; that he deftres to haue a great name , and 
to make him ſelfe famous, or ells that he 
4s the onclie man that hath a peculiar pre- 
rogatiue to caſt out Devills aboue all me, 
{ecing thar where {oeuer he-comes, hee 
þcaies away the bell ( 6 they ſay) and that 
no bodie can doe the fearc bur he, Fiftlie, 
ynder this pretence they may with leſle 
preiudice proceede - againſt him ; {ceing 
that in foure ſeucrall actions,though they 
finde (ome acceſlories, yet they finde none 
prncipall but him felfe. And thus polli- 
cie hath preferred him to bee principall, 
when in deed they know hee is not; lo of * 
urpole ro doe him a miſchicfc,and to di- 
honon the caulc ut {elfe, eucn the great 
| | wolke 
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And that they are not perſwaded, that 
he is the principall in this worke, is may 
thus appeare: Becauſe they hane the ſto-. 
ric of this matter of hetdlden penned by 
Mai.Dickoms, as is plainlic confelled and 
proned'in the Diſcoucrie , wherein the 
difpolicthon of thele 7 is moſt plainly de- 
fcnbed, with the circumſtances thereof, 
according to that which I hauc heere {ere 
downe. And therein Mai. Darr. (except 
that he was the man that was ſent'for ro 
come, and principallic aym.d at) is made 
equall, Concerning this booke | {peake 
that which I know, for | was cxamined,in 
that whole ſtory out of it, from the begin- 
ning to the cnde: and: yet the Dilcouerer 
will take. no knowledge of this marrer, 
which is written there, (though it be moſt 
ſure & certayne) becauſc it makes againſt 
him,and takes the raſh teſttmonie of the 
printer, which {pake onelie as he hearde, 
that Mai. Darrell was the man : and as for 
Mai. Darr. him (clfe in his teſtimonie, ir 
was either miſtaken or miſreported : for [ 
date (ay, that he would not ſay, that thofe 
, 7, were deliuered or diſpoficiled by him 
ptincipallie:yer the diſcouerte vrgeth both 
thelc reſtimonies tothe full, becauſe they 
4 {ecme 
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ſeeme much'to make for him in all the 

| fortnet reſpeRtes. 
If then, this may bee recciued for the 
truth, as indeed it 1s, | doubt not but thar 
all fuſpition of counterfayting and coniu- 
ring, and of all other bad dealing where- 
with we haue ben moſt vniuſtlic charged, 
may be remoued;as alu that groſle errour 
\ Which is cooroo comms, of aicribing anie 
, Bite orextraordinarie power of caſting our 
of Devills, ro anic one man, more then ro 
another,may be both convinced and tup- 
[ protecd for herein al men may moft clear- 
lie (ec, that the good hande of God, {in 
blefling his own ordinance,and the poore 
endevours of his {eryants) is the onely in- 
ward,& cfhcient cauſe of this great worke 
| of difpolle{{16,thar fo all the glorie ther- 

of, may wholie & onely beaſcribed 

ynto him , who woorketh all 
thinges, according to the 
pleafure of his own wil, 
to whom be prayſc 
for cuer, 


T he la#t 
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Ow irfolloweth laſt of al, ro ſet down 
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allo brieflic to ſhewe the rerourne of the 
ſpitites being caſt our: how ſundric times, 
and diucrs waycs by many ſtrange & fear- 
full aflaultes, they ſceke to reenter: which 
alſo may ſerue,as an an{wer co that proofe 
of the Diſcouerie; contayned in the 9 and 
10. chap. touching thol. pointes, that fo 
theſe ſignes being conferred according ro 
divine and hiſtoricall obſervation , thoſe 
that be indifferentlie minded, may bee a- 
blero iudge what cauſe they hauero ſcorn | ( 
theſe fignes, and to ſport them (clues with 
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$] i the ſignes of diſpoll; ſhewed forth by 
44 theſe 7 immediatlic before their deliue- 
'n rance,in,and after the ſane: and therwith 
['t 
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i them,as they doe. | 
Wo The firſt ligne to manifeſt theſe diſpoſſ; 
Jl was, thar the ſpirites did rent, and tearc ( 


the polleſſed, infomuch that they were ſo-= | 1 
rer vexed and tormented immediatlic be- 
fore they left them, and euen as it were at 
their d:parrure, then ever they were at a- 
nic rime before: (o it is (aide, when Chriſt C 


Charged the ſpirite ro come.our of the the | 1 
| child, 
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childe,then the ſpirit rent him ſore, & af. 
ter came out, Marke 9.26. 

The ſeconde ligne is that they cryed out 
with loude voyces , and roared out excee- 
_ dinglic, after the manner of beaſtes, moſt 

fearfull and lamentrable to heare, beeing 

'neuer ſo fierce and outragious in anie of 
their firres, as euen then when the ſprites 
were forced and compelled ro come our 
of them. And of this ft1gne ut it thus wrir- 
ten, f. that vnclcane {pirices,crying witha 
loude vyoyce,came our of manic that were 
polleſſed, Act. 8.7. 

\ Thirdlie, they werycaſt downe {udden- 
lie, & lay all along ſtcerched our as if they 
had bene dead, and ſo leaving them as 
dead, the evill ſpirites departed from the. 
And thus it is written of the childe whom 
Chciſt diſpolleſt: when the vncleane fpiric 
came out, he was as one deade, inſfomuch 
thatmanie ſaid, he is dead, Mark 9. 26. 

| Fourthlie, the cyill ſpirires departed our 
of the pollefled in rhe [nes of ſome vg- 
lie creature : and cucric one of the 7 ſawe 
and perceyued the (pitires to departe out 
in a Feral likenes: one, in the hikenes of 
a\crowes head, round, which when it was 
our, went and f(att.in a corner of the par. 
lour, with darknes abour it a while, then 

went 
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Avent itour of the windowe with ſuch' a 
fliſh of lightning, that alithe parlour ſee» 


med to her ro be on a ight bre: Ic lefrallo: 


behinde icin the maide | a {oarc throat, & 


-rer, | 
Jebn Star | Atother ſaid, it went out like a man witch 


a great bulche on his backe , as bigge as a 


] man: vetic evill favoured and velie 10 be- 


holde. 

The third ſawe him goe out like an vr- 
chine or hedgehogge, and crept, as thee 
thought, our at a veric little hole of the 
window. 
a>eSze | The fourth like a fowle vglic man, with 

kic Awhite beard, and a great bulch' on his 
brealt, bigger then amans head, - ' 
Pll: Hol- The fifte like a blacke man, orlike rhe 
land. fourth as aforeſaid. 
Yane Aſh. The fixt perceyucd it ro goe out in the 
wn. ſik-nesof a great breath volic like a toad, 
and round likea ball. 
Margree ThelaſthiKkean vglie manwith a great 
Hudman bunch on his backe, &E. 
Fiftlie,theevill ſpirits did preſentlic re« 
rurne vnto them againe irithe lame like- 
nes that they went out , and ſought to re- 
\ihil and bring reliſted, they departed, oc 
then 


a molt filthic ſmell, in ſo much thar her 
Eyrom. meate was yeric ynſayoric for a wecke afs 
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then returned after in other likeneſles ſees 
'king ſtill both by promiſes & rhreatnings 
to prevaile:ſomtimes coming in the like- 
ncs of a man profering bagges of golde 
and Gluer, and ſhewing them all manerx 
of coſtlie and ſuwpruous things,tempring 
them therby ro yeeld vnto him, and to [ct 
him in:eaforcing his cemprations by pro- 
milingof honours & pleatures , and great 
preferments , of the rerourne of the {pirir, 
when he is caſt out, and his ſecking to re= 
enter, we read in Mart, 12.Luk, 1:,And for 
hisdiuertitic of remptarions why of- 
fers to prevaile, it is evident in his dealing 
againſt Chriſt, Marth, 4. Inthe(e atfauls 
to reenter, the (pirirs appeared ſometimes 
in the likenes of a beare with ope mouth, 
ſornrimes of an ape, ſometimes of a bigge 
blacke dogg, fomrtimes ofa black Raven, 
with aycllow bill, ſomtimes of a flame of 
fire, ſomtimes of diners whelpes,bur moſt 
vlually inthelikeneſle of Edmod Hartley 
a coniurer,who had bewitched them,and 
was hanged allo at Lancaſter , for that 
facte,and for coniuring. Intheſe appari- 
tions, if hee could nor prevaile, with his 
large offers , and faire promiſſes , then 
would he terrific them with very fearfull 
threatnings : As that he would caſt thera 
into pitts, oybreake their necks, or ſome 

F other 
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ficts, Only Lane Aſhton being repollciſed, 


| 


ether way to plague them, ſaying thay 
they hould neuer proſper. 


 Whervpon when he ſaw.thar in aſlaul- Wy 


ting of them, he loſt al his labourand pre» 
yailed not, hee labourcd ar the length to 


" be revenged of them, for reſiſting of him: 


to which purpoſe hecdid trouble them in 
all the parts of their bodies : intheir cycs, 
with manie yncomfortable ſights, to ret» 
rifie them: he tycd their rongues that the 

could not pray,nor ſpeake as they ſhould; 
he pinched them in their armes, that they 
could not lift them vp, nor ſirte them for 


a good ſpace : he pricker them in their 


Knees, andin their legges that they could 
not goe, or yet if they did goe, thatthen 
they went lame and limping for an hours 
or two together, and could not poſliblie 
oc yp right they had paine alſo in their 
ecte, and in their head: thus they were 


- moleſted , but they ſtill fo refiſted that 


they gauc him the foylc,{o that in the end 
hee was forced to leaue them and to flce 
away.” 


. 


 Sixtly they being all diſpoſleſt by ting 


and prayer; according to the ordinance 0 

Chriſt, ſince thar time, all their ſwellings 
and torments haue ceaſed, ncither haue 
they bin troubled or vexed with any more 


hath 


al n___ TD a 


| hath manifeſted the ſame by ſiindrie fear- 
' full Ggnes,and is now become worſe then 
ſhe was,cuery way: bur as for the reſt, they 
haue continued now for the {pace of two 
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cares & a half yery peaceable and quier, 


"neither hane they ſhewed forth any ligne 


of poſſeſhon,nor any ſuſpition thereof. 
- Laſtly they all gaue great thanks roGud, 


for their deliverance, and that of them- 


 ffluecs (fo freely and cherefully in fo excel- 


lent & heavenly maner,as that they could 


ſince : they are alſo fo changed in their 


* conditions , and their maners {o well re- 


formed, that a man ſhall heare noevill 
come from them , nor any vnſcemely be- 
haviour:and now they can pray, and take 
dclight in prayling God. They goe to 
church , to heare the word, and continue 
there with much comfort , and are cuery 
way better then they were before. 
And thus T haue Fniſhed this diſcoutfſe, 
wherein I hauegelr fairhfully to my pow- 
cr, and whereby [ haue detected this dif< 
couerer to be a great deceyuer: like a Tra. 


veyler that takes vpon him todiſcouerdi- 


uers countries, wherein hee neuer came, 
andto deſcribe the ſtate & people of cer- 
taine new-found landes , the (cituation 

[ p08 Whctce 
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' whercof henener knew or beard of, only 


aff 
> 


that in an vnſatiable deſire ro dilcredite it, 


E 
l 4 bb. ++ 
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a meere fiction of his owne. invention: . - 
Thus hath this detratourdelt,with.ys; & 
with this moſt honourable and famous 
fact of Lancaſhire; ln deſcribing ir to be a 
yayne and ridiculous pradtize, deteQting | 
thercin great decceite, and much legerde- 
mayne : and yet for all that, he neuer ſaw | 
the practize of it with his cyes, neither did 
he ener care any evil derected, or deceite 
Wa rherein, This worke was. neuer'yet 
called in queſtion nor cuer examined by. 
way of tryall , as is plainly,cunfefled inthe 
Difcoueric ; and hitherto there hath not - 
bene foundavy one witnetle to bring in 
any evidence to proue it counterfaite, nor 
any Chriſtian euer yer heard to open, his 
mouth to ſpeake any evill againſt ir. 

The Readertherefore may much won- 
det at the intollerable boldnes of this ma- 
licious Acculer, that dare vndertake to 
diſcouer men& their dealings, cſpeciaily 
Preachers of the Goſpell ro be lewde cou- 
finers, and moſt notorious deceyvers, and 
yet nener {aw nor knew any cvil by them, 
orany ſure and certaine fgnes of any ſu- 
{piti6 therof, And'may alto ſce how iniu- 
rious theyare,.to this vnblamcable work, 


they 
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| they hauecaſt anevill name vpon ir,def 
Ming it for a fraudulent practize, though 
it was neuer tryed, nor yet cuer detected 
to hauedeceyre or bad dealing in ir, by any 
\\1nthe worlde beſides themielues: which 
yer being meere ſtraungers to the cauſe, 
will needs condernne it before they hears 
it, and puniſh the partics that haue pra- 
Rtized in it, as moſt impious, before they 
know what evill they haue done : And 
now hauing thus wronged vs being iuſt 
men, yea both robbed and wounded vs,as 
I may ſay: We muſt be boundto the peace, 
and muſt promiſe neither to publiſh nor 
. practize theſe matters : or els remaine pri- 
ſoners ſtill, with expeftation of further 
puniſhment, which wee are willing to 
endure, ſcejing we cannor chu 
but ſpeake thoſe thinges, 
which wee hauc both 
hard and ſecne, 


(**) 


T his diſcourſe good Reader Was di- 
ſpatched in December laſt.. The 
difficaltie of printing hath hindred 
the publiſhing of it thus longe. 
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whereof henener knew or heard of, only 
: a meere fiction . of his owne. invention: . 
Thus hath this detratour delt with-ys; & 
_ with this moſt honourable and famous 
fat of Lancaſhire: ln deſcribing ir to be a 
yayne and ridiculous praGize, deteCting 
therein great deceite,, and much legerde- 
mayne : and yet for all that, he neuer ſaw 
the practize of it with|his cyes, neitherdid 
he cuer heare any evil dereCted, or deceite 
vicd rherein, This worke: was. geuer'yet 
called in queſtion nor cucr examined. by 
way of tryall , as is plainly ccotelled inthe 
Diſcouecrie.; and hicherto there hath nor - 
bene foundavy, one witnefle to bring in 
any evidence to prouc it counterfaite, nor 
any Chriſtian eucr yer heard ro open; his 
'.  mouthro ſpeake any evill againſt ir, 
-| The Readertherefore may much-won- 
der ar the intollerable boldnes of this ma- 
licious Acculer, that dare vndertake to 
diſcouer men; their dealings, eſpeciaily 
Preachers of the Goſpel] to be lewde cou- 
finers, and moſt notorious deceyvers, and 
yer neuer ſaw nor knew anyevil by them, 
orany ſure andcerrtaine fignes of any ſu- 
{pitis therof. And may Alto ſce how iniu- 
fious they are, to this vnblamcable work, 
 thatin an vnſatiable defire to dilcre _ it, 
| they 
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" they haue caſt anevill name vpon ir,defa- 
ming it for a fraudulent practize, though 
it. was neuer tryed, nor yet cuer detefted 
to hauedeceyre or bad dealing inir, by any 
inthe worlde befidcs themlelues: which 
yer being meere ſtraungers to the cauſe, 
will needs condemne it before they heare 
it, and puniſh the partics that hane pra. 
Rizcd in it, as moſt impious, before they 
know what evill they haue done : And 
now hauing thus wronged vs bcing iuſt 
men, yea both robbed and wounded vs,as 
I may ſay: We muſt be boundtothe peace, 
and muſt promile neither to publiſh nor 
practize heſe matters : or els remaine pri- 
ſoners ſtill, with expeation of further 
puniſhment, which wee arc er to 
endure, {ceing we cannot chuſe 
bur ſpeake thoſe thinges, 
which wee hauc both 
hard and ſecne, 


(*.*) 


T his diſcourſe good Reader Was di- 
ſpatched in December laſt.. The 
difficultie of printing hath hindred 
the publiſhing of it thus lange. 
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